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Wheathampstead’s Railway Station

Most of us know that Wheathampstead once hadwanaif only because

the High Street turns into Station Road before lthever Luton Road.

However, did you know that part of the stationl stikists? All of the

buildings were demolished to make way for the rabmlit and bypass.
However, the platform still remains and has beewiigd since 1965 when
the station was closed under the Beeching plan.

The railway was an integral part of village lifer faver 100 years and was
first opened to passengers on SeptemBet860 — 150 years ago this year.
The village depended on the train service, whicdught in farm materials
and animals, manure from London Zoo for the Dykd &ustard Wood
nurseries, laundry from smoky London and goodstiershops. In return
we sent straw plait to the Luton hatters, frestadand clean laundry to
London, and children to Yarmouth for a day at thaside. In 1920 you
could commute to London Kings Cross on a directiserwhich took 53
minutes. In 2010 a stopping train from Harpendekes 42 minutes — so
not much improvement there! George Bernard Shaw avirequent user
of the service, riding his bike from Ayot St Lawoento catch the train to
London.

In the last edition of the Pump you may have réad & team of sailors
from HMS St Albans began clearing the site. Nowodunteer group of
villagers, with the support of the Parish Counate renovating the
platform in time for a 150 birthday celebration. The aim is to make the
area an amenity for us all to enjoy and to incoaporit as part of the
Wheathamp-
stead Heritage
Trail currently
being planned
(more on this
project in a
future Pump).
We want to
create a space
that we can
use for many
activities. For
example, as an
outdoor class-

room or
exhibition
area, or



somewhere to enjoy a picnic. We also hope simplgttract visitors to
the village for the benefit of local businesse&i¢hare plenty of railway
enthusiasts about!)

There is a lot of work to do. 45 years growthwf and saplings to clear
and a new platform surface to be formed. Not totioe steps up to the
site, replacement signage, seats, planting andipgirall to be done
before September.

If you would like to participate in this worthwhilproject working as
part of the community for the benefit of the vikags a whole, then
contact David Johnston on 01582 833679 or e-mail
david@matrixprojects.ltd.uk.



Green tights not required

"...and that buttes be made, in everie citie, toane place accordinge to
the law of auncient time used, and the inhabitamed dwellers in
everye of them to exercise themselfe with longedmim shotinge at the
same, and elles wher on holy daies and other ticmeweniente..."

Thus a Royal Statute of 1363 made it compulsoryafoimen' over the
age of 11 to practice archery on Sundays and Haysd At
Wheathampstead Archery Club we could be said tedpeuring this old
law, although we definitely do not limit our memblgip to 'men’, have a
lower age limit of 8, and in reality do it because is fun!

Wheathampstead Archery Club was founded in 1956 nwitewas

associated with the British Legion. Disappointinfly some, we do not
spend our weekends in green tights shooting appiegach others'
heads! Archery today is a participation sport foe tindividual, and,
subject to the aforementioned lower age limit, weles all ages and
social groups whether able bodied or handicappechéeky can suit the
individual either as a relaxing hobby or compegitivup to, depending
on ability, Olympic level.

Like many sports, Archery is simple to learn butchto master and is
called the 'Art of Repetition' where it is importao have an awareness
of our physical and psychological state for eacbt.siioday there are
three main disciplines of Archery: Target, FielddarClout; at
Wheathampstead Archery Club we practice Target émchTarget
Archery is the form most people will have encouetempossibly through
watching the Summer Olympics. In Target Archery st®ot 'rounds’,
which are made up of targets placed at known diswrand a given
number of arrows being 'loosed'.

The Law quoted at the beginning of this articlate$ specifically to the
traditional Longbow and we do have some members sttoot this type
of bow. By-and-large, however, our members shoetrttodern recurve
which is the type of bow used in the Olympics.



Wheathampstead Archery Club is always happy toemé&newcomers; begin-
ners or experienced; and we usually hold at leasth®ginners' course in early
Summer. Our current outdoor venue is at Folly Felheathampstead but we
currently have no indoor venue. Our annual memiyerfge is £55 for seniors
and £35 for juniors, payable by 1st July. Thidudes all affiliations (to the
Grand National ArcherySociety, Southern Countiesh&ry Society, and the
HertfordshireArchery Association) and insurancevpted through G.N.A.S.

So if you would like to try a different sport, ométh an ancient history and an
infinite number of challenges, please consideThg current Chair of the Club
can be contacted gtnathan.n.booth@gmail.coand he will be happy to regis-
ter your interest in a beginners' course or proaididitional information.

Oh and by the way, green tights are definitelyrequired!.

Secondary School Transfer

In my first year as County Councillor for Wheathastgad | thought you'd all
like to know how | will be supporting parents whont get their school of
choice after the first allocations on March 1st.

My priority is to give calm, constructive help tanents who are unhappy
with their outcome. | know what it feels like teceive no ranked school at the
beginning of March as it happened to me just twaryego. My son was the
only child from his class not to get a ranked plssd'm very experienced with

the process, not just as a Councillor but as a enoth

I've been in contact with the primary schools apld them that I'm happy to
visit them to talk to concerned parents. | am @&ssuring that the Allocation
team at County Hall knows to give out my contadhie to any parents phon-
ing them for advice.

There is a likelihood is that not everyone will bBeppy with their
allocation. If the Parish Council wishes to hogiublic meeting later on for
parents who still don't have a place after the tfirgshase of
Continued Interest and/or those who are anxiousitatheir Appeal | would be
happy to attend. Thankfully each year every chiég achieved one of their
chosen schools.

So, if you're a parent who is feeling worried omigasomeone to talk to follow-
ing school allocation day please do contact me, iMaxXCrawley, on 01582
793760 or aMaxineCrawley@aol.com

Maxine Crawley

County Councillor for St Albans Rural (Wheathampstand Redbourn)
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Wheathampstead Youth Project Presentation Evening

On Thursday 14 January, twenty-three young people from the
Wheathampstead Youth Project were presented wittificates in
ecognition of their outstanding contribution tee tWouth Project and
Wheathampstead Village. The evening provided atgopportunity to
showcase the project and Clir Annie Brewster, Ghair of Youth added,
' Following the outstanding success of the Wheagist@ad Youth
Project, we aim to support the expansion of theesehwith a further
night's activities and additional holidalgnition courses. We are
extremely proud of the achievements of our youngpfe and of the
inspirational organisation of Youth ConnexionsFor more information
about the Eastelgnition course (19-16™ April Memorial Hall) please
contact Robert Brown on 01442 45406(Rabert.brown@hertscc.gov.uk




Rectory Meadows Play Area Refurbishment

The Village Plan target is to upgrade all the &Gk play areas and another one
is about to receive a make-over. The childrersy girea just behind the High
Street, in Rectory Meadows, has been given thehgadto receive a refurbish-
ment partly thanks to a Locality Grant from Hertfshire County Council

which has been match funded by the Parish Couiitié existing damaged
swings will be replaced with a two bay swing unithibaby swings and a large
bird’s nest swing similar to the one installedhs Folly Fields play area last
year. These will be joined by a mini climbing framnd some monkey bars.

Wheathampstead Heritage Trail

Many of you will know that Wheathampstead has grawp on a site which
shows continuous occupation dating back to somed 4@tars BC with an
immense amount of archaeological evidence uncoveuée recently including
flint tools, bronze pots and Roman glassware. ekponse to the Village Plan
consultation, we are applying to various fundinglies to raise sufficient funds
to develop a Heritage Trail in two phases. Thestfwill consist of a planned
walk through the village with about a dozen 50-wstdnd alone site plaques
giving historical information on important buildisgand events (e.g. the grade |
Saxon Church, the early #® Crinkle-Crankle Wall, The Mill mentioned in the
Domesday Book in 1086, the old railway platform oge in 1860 etc), backed
up with printed maps and more in-depth informationthe Parish Council web-
site. The second phase will extend the trail thi®o surrounding countryside and
include walks of up to 8 miles taking in historidatations such as Nomansland,
Ayot St Lawrence, Coleman Green, Waterend etc. Sthalbans Museum and
local historians are working with us but we areyvieeen to hear of any personal
stories you may have. We already have some gékasthle time the circus ele-
phant broke the Mill Quay when taking a drink ire tRiver Lea and the day a
goods train ran over its own warning flares, cagisanserious collision, when
endeavouring to make up steam to tackle a stedppéne track towards Ayot
Green. Please either telephone Clir Annie Brewsttr your stories (or photos!)
on 01438 832255 or via email abrewster@btinternet.com




Wheathampstead Rural Police Office opening

[

Chief Superintendent Julia Whortley (4th from left) opening the new
Wheathampstead Rural Police Office in December
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36 High St, Wheathampstead.
Tel: 01582 833414

www.fuchsiapink.co.uk

Interior Design and
Project Management Services

Curtains design and make-up
Roman and roller blinds
Soft furnishings

Upholstery .......

3 Station Road, Wheathampstead, AL4 8BH
Tel: 07073 754933
email: jhasan@btinternet.com

WITHERS REED
Estate agents

SALES, LETTINGS & MORTGAGES

WITHERS REED — “VALUING
THE VILLAGE”

www.withersreed.co.uk
Email: info@withersreed.co.uk

4 HIGH STREET, WHEATHAMPSTEAD,
AL4 8AA tel. 01582 833444

)y $

Please call Alex on
01582 833778 or 07979531724

The Tin Pot
Guest House
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www.wheathampstead.net/tin-pot
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Wheathampstead for Enterprising Business




Fenlon & Co

YOUR LOCAL ACCOUNTANT

6 High St. Wheathampstead, AL4 8AA
Tel: 01582 831234 day;
01727 759334 eve.

jackie
gough

GARDEN DESIGN
& CONSULTANCY

tel: 07815 851212
www.jackiegoughgardendesign.co.uk

COMPLETE
GUTTERING SERVICES

RELIABLE & EFFICIENT SERVICE
01582 831651 / 07941 437504
www.completeguttering.co.uk

ALL WORK GUARANTEED,

MANOR
PHARMACY

Wheathampstead, Harpenden,
Southdown
Branches also in Radlett, Elstree,
Letchworth & Bovingdon

Ask about our repeat prescription
collection & delivery service

01582 832102
www.manorpharmacygroup.co.uk

Life & Careers
Coaching

Is there anything in your life which
you would like to improve? Would
you like to have more fun? Improve
your career? Earn more money?
Would you just like to be happier?

Norman Whitwood Life Coach

2 Parkinson Close Wheathampsteg
Tel: 01582 833360

www.lifeandcareerscoaching.com

Wheathampstead for Enterprising Business




If you are thinking of selling or letting
your property now or in the near future,
choosing the right agent shouldn’t be
left to chance.

Master Moves prides itself on being
proactive and giving realistic advice.
Please do not hesitate to contact us on
01582 831200.

Al-NetServices

Computer Support Services

Tel 01582 834208
sales@progress-projects.com

FOR ALL YOUR BLINDS

Why not deal with a company that has
been trading locally for 25 years , provid-
ing a friendly and professional service. We

manufacture & supply:

Rollers / Verticals / Venetians
Pleated / Romans / Wood Blinds
Wooden Shutters / Velux Blinds

Exterior Awnings & Canopies

Call fora FREE QUOTE
01582 831052

$ % %

Coppertop
and Heavens Above

Master Hairdressers

Wheathampstead for Enterprising Business
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www.aldwickburybackclinic.co.uk
claire_coolio@hotmail.com

Jessamine Motor
Company Ltd ?
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GOLDEN ELEPHANT

Amazing Thai food
Restaurant & take away

The Maltings, 43 High Street, Wheathampstead
Tel: 01582 833751/833004
www.wheathampstead.net/goldenelephant

The OIld Bakery

3 Station Road,
Wheathampstead, AL4 8BU
Tel: 01582 831999

www.hertscarpets.co.uk

Carpets, vinyl and wood
floor coverings,
all fitted at
competitive prices

Traditional & modern fittings. Table, standards, ceilings, walls and
outside lights. Recessed units and track lighting available.

CUNNINTON'S LIGHTING CENTRE

Church Street, Wheathampstead. Tel: 629006
Open Thursday, Friday & Saturday—10 am to 5 pm
Closed for lunch 1:15—2:15

Wheathampstead for Enterprising Business




Recycling

Your Parish Council is very keen on recycling, whis why, when asked
many years ago, we permitted recycling facilitedé placed at the Memorial
Hall. We were assured that such containers woulscbeened! That never hap-
pened, despite frequent requests. What did
happen was that the number of containers grewidathel variety.

At the time when the containers were introducedjskbolders only had the
black bags for all rubbish. Over the years neavlyrg house in the village has
received boxes and wheelie bins for rubbish angicley. Logic would sug-
gest that there is no longer a need for the coatsiat the Memorial Hall, so
we felt that removal would be a good idea. They Ib@cbme more and more of
an eyesore, resulting in the loss of some of thetrmrative hirings, hirings
that bring the sort of income that helps to mamthie Hall to as high a stan-
dard as is possible. We tried moving them to the sif the Hall, but those liv-
ing nearby found that the noise of bottles beingodéed was unbearable when
no longerpadded by the dramatic society hut!

With householders having individual recycling conéss one would have
thought that the bins at the Memorial Hall would be filled very regularly,
but questions asked of some of the users indidhgtdpeople from outside the
village have been using them. They have also beed by businesses from
our area and surrounding areas. Those supposelleritey the free newspa-
pers have dumped their surplus or undelivered gathere. That would seem
to be an inappropriate reason to retain the bins.

Should you be missing any recycling facility atuyohome you can
contact the District Council which will try to assiyou in the most
practical way

Wheathampstead Litterblitzers

On 30th January, 8 robust Ilitterblitzers braved aldcbut bright
Saturday morning and ventured out on Marford Playifrields to
collect the litter which was mainly in the hedgesosurrounding the fields.
Surprisingly we collected 6 bags of recyclable®ags of rubbish, 1 glass, 2
battered dustbins and an Xmas tree. Everyone elpnbly using the waste bins
provided around the fields and anyone interestejgiiving our group can by
contacting either Eddie on 629494 or Rosemary @#8G.

Our next Litterblitz is on May 8th and????



The Run Must Go On

As in previous years the Wheathampstead 10K ruh bl taking
place on May 23rd, starting in Sheepcote Lane anlihg up on the
Marford Playing Fields. This perennial event hasdme a favourite
amongst local runners and even sees competitons fnach further
afield coming to the village, encouraged by repofta run with a lo-
cal feel that takes in some beautiful countryside.

The first Wheathampstead 10K took place in May 2a6@ brain-

child of a parent at Beech Hyde School. He hadtified a scenic

course to the west of the village, the rump of Whikmade up by the
bed of the disused Welwyn to Luton railway lineg ttootpaths feed-
ing off from the old track bed make up the resthef course. 150 run-
ners took part in the first event and helped renseh needed funds for
the school. All agreed the route was taxing, huiteqoutstanding in

its beauty, threading its way across the Hertfardstountryside as it
did.

So, a village event was born and has continueddw ¢o this day.
Now organised by a team of parents from Beech Hydeool, the
popularity of the run has spread across the Homentis and be-
yond, whilst the proceeds have enhanced facilitesocal children at
Beech Hyde School in many ways. In the course efldlst 10 years
over 6500 people will have participated in thidagk inspired event,
raising thousands of pounds for the school.

Without doubt, the Wheathampstead 10K run represewerything
that is a delight about running in Hertfordshiree tvariation in scen-
ery, the variation in weather from year to yeae, ¢mdless undulations
of the area, and most of all the warmth that cafobed in the villages
of this county.

For more information on this event please log on to
www.wheathampstead10K.co.wdnd follow the links if you wish to
enter. Looking forward to seeing you there.
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Heartwood Forest

What a couple of months......... the very first tree filagin December, fol-
lowed by a world record attempt (over 20,000 trygasted in one hour) and
thousands of local volunteers with shiny spadégou have not planted a tree
yet, don’t worry as there is still one more comntyiee planting event this
spring onSunday March 21, 11am-3pm(details on
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/heartwood or telephon®1476 58111). There
are numerous other events happening this yeardimguabluebell walk on
Sunday 25" April 10am-3pm, anorienteering taster sessiomn Wednesday
7" April at 10am, 11am and 1pm ring 08452 9355310 book) and aexclu-
sive gardening talkby the internationally acclaimed garden desigran
Stuart-Smith onTuesday 2" April at 7pm (see below for details).

The first planting at Heartwood Forest. Pictured L-R James Blake (St Albans
District Council Chief Policy and Partnership Officer), Clir John Newton-Davies
(Sandridge) Clir Annie Brewster, Clir Beric Read (Sandridge)

Heartwood Forest

Tom Stuart-Smith, the locally based garden desigaredt winner of three
successive gold medals at the Chelsea Flower Shasvkindly offered to give
an illustrated talk about gardens and gardenirgjdrof the Heartwood Forest.
The venue is the Sandpit Theatre, (generously ragdiable by Sandringham
School, Sandridge), on Tuesday 20th April 2010 teickets at £15, (including
wine and canapés), are available via the box officed1727-370067. Doors
will open at 7pm and the talk begins at 7.30pml| pAbceeds will go towards
the planting of trees in our Heartwood Forest, aeddo hope that as many as
possible will attend this fascinating event..
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WHEATHAMPSTEAD PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP
(WPPG)

THE WHEATHAMPSTEAPATIENTPARTICIPATIONGROUP
(WPPGQ was formed 18 months ago, in ‘partnership’ witle Village Sur-
gery and its patients, in response to a Governnieitiative. Currently over
40% of GP practices in England have PPGs. The WR&&a Committee of
10 and meetings, held approximately every 8 wesksattended by either Dr
J Stephens or Dr D Gilham

We now have more than 200 households signed ugiabers of the WPPG
and in order to fund future health promotion adtaé we need to increase
this number; we have therefore kept the annual neeship fee to just £5 per
household (regardless of numbers in the househdhigase support your
Patient Participation Group whose unpaid voluntears working actively
with the Doctors Surgery to promote patient papétion in the development
and planning of health-related services and ad#sit It would be appreci-
ated if you would encourage your friends and neighib to consider mem-
bership. May | take this opportunity to remind you that if you2009/10
subscription is due will you kindly pop it in theed WPPG box on the wall
in The Village Surgery. 2010/2011 subscription®aue in April. Please
also ‘post’ these in the red box in the Surgery

Health Talks are very popular and wevsite members to suggest topics for
future Talks. Last year Mr EI-Naggar from Hemel Hempstead Hizdgjave
a lunchtime Talk entitled CHILDREN'S ILLNESSES AMIDERGIES. Last
October
Dr Richard Keen from The Royal National Orthopadda@spital attracted
173 villagers to his Talk entitted BONES AND GROANSARING FOR
OSTEOPOROSIS AND ARTHRITIS.. Dr Mike Dubowitz d@$mgist) from
QEII Hospital will Talk on AFFAIRS OF THE HEART (MRT ATTACKS,
STROKES, FAINTS, CHOLESTEROL AND TESTS on 5 Marttoace
again, over 130 seats have been reserved.

The Wheathampstead Patient Participation Group’S\A&ML GENERAL

MEETING (AGM)will be held onl0 June at 7.30pm in the Hewitt Room of
the Memorial Hall. Space in the Hewitt Room igtiéd and last year's AGM
was over-subscribed and regrettably we had to tiltagers away. We have
a Dietician, who incidentally lives in Wheathamjastegiving a Health Talk -
entitled ‘FOOD FOR THOUGHT’ - on what we should eluding, reduc-
ing or eliminding altogether from our diet in order to improve duealth
and lifestyle. DON'T MISS IT! Reserve your ¢Batinging Audrey
Capy on 01582 832305.
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Another date for your diary is the evening of 28 1010 when Anne Walker,
Chief Executive of Hertfordshire Primary Care Tsyswill talk onTHE
CHANGING NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE. (Anne Walker has a budget
of £1.5 billion and is directly answerable to Parlient!) The average pa-
tient does not understand the structure of the MHgealth entitlements.
There is no doubt there are big changes takinggladhe NHS and we all
want to know what these changes are and whetheotwe can influence or
change them. The increasing number of PPGs arpastgr by The National
Association for Patient Participation, The NHS atice and The Royal Col-
lege of General Practitioners, who together are king to ensure that pa-
tients do have an input in their healthcare promisi This is your opportunity
to prepare your questionto ask Anne Walker — who has all the answers!
Once again, admission will be by ticket only ag? person (free to WPPG
members who will be given priority) (Telephonelrey Capy on 01582
832305 for TICKETS WHICH ARE AVAILABLE NOW.

Mr Yunas Tayob, (Gynaecologist and Obstetriciaojfiwatford Hospital is
coming to The Memorial Hall in October. His Talklwe advertised so
watch out for more information on this. AlwaysKad the Parish Council
Notice Board, outside the Memorial Hall main enttanwhere posters ad-
vertise all the WPPG activities.

To encourage patients to have a more healthy yiled?ILATES FITNESS
classes were set up last October. These have ghsaveuccessful faxLL
ages and BOTH SEXE3hat due to increased numbers we have moved to
larger premises in The Memorial Hall. There arel&sses on Tuesday after-
noons: 2.00-3.00pm, 3.00-4.00pm and 4.00-5.00pAt£5 each pesession,
payable on arrival, this is aon-profit-making initiative. Our highly-trained
Pilates male instructor is also a Physiotherapiso-you are in ‘safe hands’.
If you would like to join — telephone Audrey Capyn®1582 832305.
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CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
Advice sessions on
THURSDAYS 10 am—12 noon
in the Green Room
at The Memorial Hall

Please telephone (01727) 811118 to make
an appointment or drop in on the day

Charity registration number 1041830

Company registration number 2969165
(limited by guarantee)

Kimpton Bowls Club

Kimpton Bowls Club is located at the top of the Ration ground off
Kimpton High Street and is only a little over 3 eslfrom Wheathamp-
stead.

We are a small club with a very relaxed and frigraimosphere, ideal
for those new to the game.

If you would welcome some gentle exercise in plaasauntryside you
would find our club ideal.

Our season begins with our Open Day on SundayAgtih
Regular club evenings are Tuesdays and Thursdaystfien on.
Visitors are most welcome to come along.

Please phone local contacts Alan & Eunice Holt @1882446 for
details.
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Parish Councillors

lain Begg

Annie Brewster

John Burgess

Gill Clark

Niel Clements
Derek Hills

Neil Page

Tessa Reason
Keith Stammers
Jacqueline Turner
Sue Walford
Andrew Waterfield

Clerk to the Parish Council

Julia Warren

Chairman
7 Old Rectory Gardens
Vice Chairman

Fairways, Firs Drive, Gustard Wood

Councillors

1 Mount Road

16 Tudor Road

65 Brewhouse Hill

34 Kingfisher Close

23 Ash Grove

Croft Farm, Cherry Tree Lane
‘Heathside’, Marshalls Heath Lane
Marford Cottage, Sheepcote Lane
34 Kingfisher Close

Dairy Cottage, Lamer Lane

e-mail

The Memorial Hall, Marford Road

AL4

AL4

AL4
AL4
AL4
AL4
AL4

8AD

8LB

8BX
SNW
8AN
8JJ
8DF

AL4 8HP
AL4 8HS

AL4
AL4
AL4

8NJ
8JJ
8RG

AL4 8AY

623355

01438
832255

620316
832579
833239
629433
833627
832071
833132
834685
629433
831261

info@wheathampstead-pc.gov.uk

832541

The Parish Council meets on the last Thursdayefiibnth, except in December, in the

Hewitt Room of the Memorial Hall at 7.30pm. .Evergdes welcome.

District Councillors

Gill Clark
Chris Oxley
Judy Shardlow

County Councillor

Maxine Crawley

Member of Parliament

Rt Hon Peter Lilley

Police

Community Team Harpenden 10am to 4pm

St. Albans

Crime Report Desk

Crime in Action
PCSO Merritt

16 Tudor Road
Pilgrim Cottage, Coleman Green
32 Tudor Road

AL4 8NW
AL4 8ES
AL4 8NW

14 Saberton Close, Redbourn, He AL3 7DS

1 Place Farm,

9am to 5pm
24hr Service
999

AL4

answer phone
+ answer phone

8SB

0

832579
834238
629886

793760

834344

1727 796143
01727 72604

08453222

01707 354192 07909 830036

Wheathampstead Parish Council web site:
www.Wheathampstead-pc.gov.uk



