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Neighbourhood Watch Week – June 2009 
You may well have encountered some of the events held in June. There 
were messages on the OWL website highlighting such things as the St. 
Albans District Neighbourhood Watch Conference held on 13th June. The 
conference offered workshops and information on such things as using 
OWL effectively, crime reduction and crime prevention, home security, as 
well as a panel of experts answering questions from delegates. 
There was also a specially arranged visit of the Mobile Police Unit, which 
was parked in front of the Fire Station on Marford Road on Monday 15th 
June. 
 
 You may not have managed to pick up on either of these events, but would 
be interested in joining Neighbourhood Watch or linking into the OWL (On-
line Watch Link) system which provides via email or telephone, relevant 
messages and crime alerts. To do so contact Jean Gatehouse, Neighbour-
hood Watch Ward Co-ordinator for Wheathampstead 
(jeannhw@btinternet.com, tel.01582 832952) or Stella Brimblecombe 
(stella.brimblecombe@Herts.pnn.police.uk) 
 
 Do also take a look at the Wheathampstead information published on the 
Hertfordshire Police website: http://www.herts.police.uk/. Simply type in 
Wheathampstead or your postcode in the ‘Search for your local contacts’ 
box and you will find information to do with our community police and 
local news. 
 
 Wheathampstead’s previous neighbourhood PC, Andrew Yuill, who 
worked very hard to support Neighbourhood Watch in Wheathampstead is 
to be congratulated because he was crowned Neighbourhood Police Officer 
of the Year in 2009  
Please don’t forget, phone 999 if you see a crime being committed, 0845 22 
00 222 if you wish to report suspicious behaviour, vandalism, criminal 
damage etc, or contact Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 if you wish to report 
crime anonymously. 
 
Age Concern Hertfordshire—Volunteers  Needed. 
Age Concern are desperately trying to find suitable volunteers to 
support two schemes—Hospital Discharge & Independent Living and 
the Mental Health Discharge Scheme. 
Please phone 01923 288649 Email mhds.sw@acherts.org.uk for 
details. 
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You Could  Be  Entitled To 
A Little Windfall 
 
Are you a member of a local 
community group or charity 
which would benefit from a 
funding boost? If so, help could 
be at hand in the shape of the 
Locality Budget scheme from 
Herts County Council. 
 
I, along with the other Herts 
County Councillors, have been 
given a £10,000 Locality budget 
which I can spend on worth-
while projects in the community 
that promote social, economic or 
environmental wellbeing. 
 
To submit an application for a 
g r a n t  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t 
www.hertsdirect.org/locality/
budget. I would be very happy to 
hear from you personally 
before you make a formal 
submission to discuss your 
needs so please do contact me, 
Maxine Craweley, at  
MaxineCrawley@aol.com  
or by phone on 01582 793760 if 
you are interested. 
 
Cllr. Maxine Crawley 
County Councillor for Redbourn 
and Wheathampstead 



 
Citizens Advice Bureau 
 
Citizens Advice Bureau is a well-known National Charitable 
organisation that has been helping people since 1939. Our main 
office is in London Road St. Albans and we have another office in 
Harpenden. 
 
In addition, we have Outreach services at Wheathampstead and 
London Colney. 
 
Citizens Advice Bureau has been holding a two-hour session at 
Wheathampstead Memorial Hall on Thursday mornings since 2004. 
Many Wheathampstead residents have been using the service of free 
advice on a wide range of issues including, Housing, Employment, 
Tax, Family, Legal System, Education, Debt, Benefits, Health, 
Immigration, Consumer, Gas, Electric and much more. 
 
You can just drop in on a Thursday morning but you may have to 
wait to be seen, or you can make an appointment  You will find our 
contact details published above. Alternatively, if you have a 
question on any of the above issues, you can log on to our helpful 
advice guide at www.adviceguide.org.uk  

 
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 

Advice sessions on 
THURSDAYS 10 am—12 noon  

in the Green Room 
at The Memorial Hall 

 
Please telephone (01727) 811118 to make 

an appointment or drop in on the day 
 

Charity registration number 1041830 
Company registration number 2969165 

(limited by guarantee) 
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Use it or we’ll lose it! 
 
Long term residents of Wheathampstead talk about the time we had 
two butchers, a shoe shop, a dress shop, a greengrocer, a 
hardware store, a fresh fish shop etc., etc., etc… and why can’t we have 
them now. The simple answer is—if you don’t spend money in the 
shops they can’t afford to stay open. If you want a bustling high street 
where you can get a selection of goods and is the centre of the 
community, then you have to support the ones that are there and that 
will encourage more to come. 
 
The Farmer’s Market  needs your support too—it won’t survive 
unless you make an effort to come along and try some of the produce. 
Bread made with wheat from Wheathampstead, local fruit and 
vegetables, locally produced meat and fresh fish from the Norfolk 
coast. All that plus olives, pickles, plants and pies. You can even get 
a cappuccino and a hot bacon roll!   
Sept 20th , October 18th and December 15th . 
 
...and don’t forget the Car Boot 
Sale 4th October, 1st November, 
6th December. 
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Patient Participation Group 
If you are a patient of  THE  DOCTORS  SURGERY  have you become a 
member of THE  PATIENT  PARTICIPATION  GROUP  (PPG)   yet? If 
not, information  and application forms are available at the Surgery 
Reception. Alternatively ring Mrs Capy on 01582 832305 who will send you 
information and a membership form to complete. The membership fee is £5 
per household (regardless of the number in the household) which is less than 
10p per week!  
 
The PPG had its first Annual General Meeting on 2 June, having been in 
existence for just one year. So what progress has been made in that time? We 
held our first Health Information Talk in March when Mr El-Naggar, 
Consultant Paediatrician, came to discuss CHILDHOOD ILLNESSES AND 
ALLERGIES  with young parents. 
 
On 11 November, Dr Richard Keen, is coming to The Memorial Hall at 
7.30pm to give a talk entitled BONES AND GROANS – Improving Care 
for People with Osteoporosis and Arthritis. He is a world authority in his 
field and travels extensively so we are very lucky he has agreed to come to 
Wheathampstead.. This event is expected to be over-subscribed, so if you 
would like to come BOOK YOUR SEATS EARLY! Tickets are available at 
£2 each (FREE for PPG members). We plan to organize four Health Informa-
tion Talks per year and would welcome your suggestions for future medical 
topics. 
 
 In the autumn a Physiotherapist and highly trained Pilates teacher has offered 
to come to Wheathampstead to run exercise classes. So if you are interested in 
joining a class entitled:  Keeping Fit in Pregnancy/Getting back in Shape after 
Pregnancy/Shedding those Pounds/Senior Citizens Keep Fit/Recuperation 
after Surgery, etc, please telephone Mrs Capy on 01582 832305 stating clearly 
which class would interest you 
 
Open Day at Keech Cottage Children’s Hospice 
(25th September, 10.00am—7.00pm) 
 
To give our supporters an opportunity to see for themselves what the 
Children’s Hospice does, each year we open are doors for one day and 
invite the public to drop in. take a tour of our facilities and meet 
members of staff and volunteers. You would be most welcome to join 
us 
Great Bramingham Lane, Streatley, Nr. Luton, Beds LU3 3NT 
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Grazing Field for Rent 
The Parish Council has a grazing field available to rent. If you are 
interested  please contact Julia Warren, Clerk to the Council on 01582 
832541 
 
After the Village Day Festivities 
After the Village Day Festivities came the Litterblitzers. Bins had 
been put out for general rubbish and smaller green bins for 
recyclables. Now that we are used to segregating our rubbish it came 
as no surprise to find that hardly any general rubbish had been put in 
the recyclable bins for cans, plastic bottles and glass, making it easy 
for us to bag them up, well done villagers. Within a couple of hours 
when all the stalls and the children’s play area had packed up and 
gone, the Marford Playing Fields were spic and span looking as good 
as it normally does. 
 
There were 8 Litterblitzers doing this work and we collected 20 bags 
of general rubbish and 12 bags of recyclables, we also had help from 
3 youngsters who were willingly  press ganged into helping. Extra 
help was supplied by the Senior Scouts. 
 
If you would like to join our Litterblitz Group to help keep our 
village free of litter and who meet bi-monthly then contact either 
Eddie Cornell on 01582 629494 or Rosemary Nelson on 01582 
834480. Accompanied children are always welcome. 
 
P.S. If the young lad and his two sisters make themselves known to 
us there will be a small reward. 
 
New Village Entrance Signs in the Autumn 
New green and gold cast aluminium village entrance signs are being 
made for the road routes into Wheathampstead together with a 
pedestrian directional finger post to be positioned in the centre of the 
village following a successful grant bid to St. Albans District Council 
to improve the visible street scene. 
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Heartwood Forest Update 
 
 A huge number of visitors from all over the UK enjoyed a highly 
successful HeARTwood Festival  at the end of August, an interactive 
woodland art event where visitors were able to try willow weaving, 
woodland sculptures, summer sketching plus a picnic with their  
favourite teddy bear!! 
 
The final plans for the forest are almost complete with the 
Environmental Statement for Heartwood being published. A hard copy 
of the report can be found in the village library or you can view it on line 
going to www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/heartwood. 
 
On the Heartwood Forest website, you can see a summary of the key 
highlights, showing where the archaeologists have unearthed remains 

of a Roman 
s e t t l e m e n t , 
interesting Bronze 
Age finds and 
flora and fauna 
i n f o r m a t i o n  
including over 36 
bird and 20 
butterfly species 
being identified 
together with over 
92 different moth 
spices. 
 
  
 
 

You can also see the outline design for the forest showing the mix of 
meadow, shrub and tree planting together with networks of paths 
through the 850 acre site. 
 
 Please sign up to volunteer to plant trees, lead guided walks, mulch 
newly planted trees etc and consider sponsoring a tree for £15 (great 
gift idea) or even a grove. 
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Could You Foster in Hertfordshire? 
 
If you’re enthusiastic about working with children and young people, 
have a spare room and want to work from home, why not think about 
becoming a foster carer for Hertfordshire. 
 
Every day foster carers are helping children and young people turn 
their lives around. Sometimes it’s the ordinary things like being a good 
listener or being there to give a reassuring hug that can make all the 
difference. 
 
Why do we need foster carers in Hertfordshire? 
 
Foster carers are very important as they offer stability, support, care 
and encouragement at a crucial time in a child or young person’s life. 
By doing ordinary everyday things for them, foster carers make an 
extraordinary difference and help to create positive futures. 
 
In return you’ll receive full training and support, plus a fee and 
allowance of up to £392 per child per week. 
 
Shared care 
 
Hertfordshire County Council also provides a shared care service for 
children and young people with disabilities. Shared carers are people 
from all walks of life who look after a child or young person with 
disabilities for short breaks on a regular basis. Visits can be anything 
from a few hours a week after school to a day at the weekends or in the 
school holidays, to even a regular weekend stay, depending upon the 
needs of the child. A carer can look after them in their own home, the 
child’s home, or take them out and about. It allows children to become 
more independent, visit new places and meet new friends, while their 
parents get a break from full time caring. 
 
If you would like to find out more about fostering or shared care in 
Hertfordshire, please call us on freephone 0800 917 0925 or visit 
www.hertsdirect.org/fostering 
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Wheathampstead Scout Group 
 
The Scout Group in Wheathampstead is so success-
ful that we have many youngsters on the waiting list 
to join especially the beavers (from age 6 years—8 
years) that we are unable to offer them all a place. The Cub packs (age 
8—10½ - 14 Years) would benefit with more help so that the children 
can enjoy the exciting programme that Scouting can offer. 
The many benefits that Scouting offers a child are mostly down to the 
time and commitment given by the adult leaders. You may not know 
the following facts: 
· None of  our Leaders are paid—they are volunteers. 
· The majority of our Leaders have full time jobs and a family 
· 44% of our Leaders are female 
· Leaders get involved because they want to have fun and make 

new friends. 
· Whilst all our volunteers are passionate about what they do, 

many help on a flexible basis. Some may help out once a week 
or fortnight, others as much as they can manage 

· 27% of volunteers help out in Scouting as they are a parent of a 
current Member. Many were not Scouts or Guides when they 
were young. 

· All our leaders are covered by a comprehensive insurance policy 
while taking part in Scouting. 

· Leaders in Scouting go through an enhanced criminal records 
check to ensure they are fit to work with young people. 

 
Volunteering in Scouting is fun and rewarding. You will have the 
chance to learn new skills, rediscover adventure for yourself, make new  
friends, and give something back to the community. Everyone has 
something to give, you may love gardening, be a good cook, like going 
for walks, have a hobby or interest that you could share. 
Please think about helping us to give the youngsters in the village a 
chance to experience something different and learn new skills that will 
help them discover their potential. If you want to find out more about 
how you can help and give children the experience of Scouting, please 
contact Jan Spragge, the 1st Wheathampstead Group Scout Leader, 
on 01582 833659 or look on the Scout  website www.scouts.org.uk 
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Internet Café in Wheathampstead 
 
Did you know that Wheathampstead has its own internet café? It 
operates for one morning a week between 10.00 am and 12.00 am 

on Tuesdays in the Hilldyke Centre  Hilldyke Road. The idea for the internet 
café came from the Wheathampstead Community Group, who saw a need for 
members of the community who had relatives and/or friends living or working 
abroad to keep in touch by email or to exchange pictures of grand children etc. 
But as 
confidence grew the attendees have been using the facility for more 
adventurous projects. One couple are tracing their family tree, another is 
trying to increase his typing speed to the eighty words per minute he was 
capable of before retiring! Holidays and flights have been booked and 
shopping ordered for delivery to home from a supermarket. One attendee has 
even bought his own laptop because he felt that one morning a week wasn’t 
sufficient for all the things he wanted to do. At least two volunteers 
attend each week to help anyone with limited or no computer skills. 
The cost is 50p including refreshments  so why not come along on a 
Tuesday morning, it might open up a whole new world for you. 
 
If you want more information contact Marion Oxley 01582 834238 

Join the Treasure Hunt 
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BELLS AT ST HELEN’S 
 

 Do you value the tradition of bell-ringing at Wheathampstead? 
The band at St Helen’s is very short of ringers.  

Without an input of new ringers the bells may fall silent. 
Could you help out? 

 
 Practice Night: Wednesday evenings from 8.00-9.15pm 

Sunday ringing: From 8.50-9.30am 
Contacts:  Gill Clark (01582 832579) or Roger Gedye (01582 

832374) 
 
 Have you ever learned to ring? Why not try again? 
No matter how long ago you learned, nor how far you progressed, 
you will be most welcome.  
Come along to a Practice Night and turn a bell over – once learned, 
never forgotten! 

How about absolute beginners? 
Give Gill or Roger a ring and come along to a Practice Night to try 
your hand.   
How old should I be? Any age from 12 to 70. 
How long does it take to learn? About one year from start to Sunday 
ringing. 
Is it hard work? Ringing is good exercise, but exercises the mind as 
much as the muscles. 
What is the attraction? 
Ringing is part of our culture – for 400 years church bells have rung 
to encourage worshippers to services. 
Ringing is a challenge – once you have mastered the technique, there 
is no end to the variety of ringing: from 6 bells to 12 bells (and 
more); from simple rounds to the most complex methods. 
Ringing is fun – once you can ring, you will be welcomed at any 
tower. Ringers are gregarious, and most Practice Nights finish at the 
pub! 

 Come along and give it a try. 
Don’t let the bells at St Helen’s fall silent! 
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News from the Memorial Hall 

The Memorial Hall is much admired by hirers and the kitchen receives 
high praise from caterers. For that to continue to be true it is necessary to 
keep up the maintenance and provide new facilities whenever possible. 
More hirings of the Hall means that the committee is able to keep up the 
momentum of work needed. Many of you will have visited halls in other 
areas that are musty and shabby and lacking in facilities. 

The hall floors and loos have been deep cleaned during August and it will 
re-open in September in pristine condition. The high level windows on 
the Marford Road side of the Hall have now been replaced to match those 
on the other side of the Hall. This means that all windows can now be 
opened easily without the precarious use of the long pole.  

With newly spruced up bins we decided to give relocation a try. The Hall 
committee concluded that the lovely view from the Hewitt Room was 
being ruined by the sight of the bins in their previous location and this 
seemed to be adversely affecting bookings. The Bins should be in a 
single line parallel with Brocket View but every time the lorry arrives the 
“man-in-charge” seems to have his own ideas. We will get there 
eventually and will look at the possibility of planting some hedge 
screening with some additional fencing in the short term, unless a more 
acceptable solution can be found. 

The Parish Council has agreed to site the Wheathampstead Police Rural 
office in the Memorial Hall. The first collaboration between Police and 
Parish Council in Hertfordshire. The village officers will be able to spend 
much more of their time in the village because they will not have to keep 
travelling to and from Harpenden. A limited drop-in facility will be 
available. 

 

 

 

For booking information:  01582 832541 or info@wheathampstead-pc.gov.uk 
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A Village of many parts: 
In our last issue we mentioned that Wheathampstead was once an ancient 
capital. Niel Clements has provided us with information, which informs us 
that it was later to be a Frontier Town. It was the frontier between two 
‘Empires’ 
 
In AD 886, Alfred ‘The Great’ of Wessex (or England as it became) defeated 
the Danish leader Guthrum at Eddington in Wiltshire and imposed the Treaty 
of Wedmore, which established the boundary between Wessex and Guthrum’s 
territory (part of the Danish Empire controlling Norway, part of Sweden, 
Denmark and part of ‘England’). The part of ‘England’ was known as Dane-
law. Danish law and customs and language were to be used north of that line, 
Saxon to the south and west. 
 
The boundary agreed was up to the Thames, then up the Lea to its source, in a 
straight line to Bedford and up the Ouse to Watling Street. 
After the treaty, Guthrum became a Christian, changing his name to Athelstan 
 
Alfred ‘The Great’ ruled from 871 to 26th October 899 when his son Edward 
the Elder succeeded him. He ruled from 899 until 924. In 918 he took control 
of Danelaw so Wheathampstead ceased to be a frontier town. 
 
When Edward the Elder died his son was crowned in his place and was also 
called Athelstan. 
 
An interesting consequence of our country being ruled in two parts was the 
effect on our language. For many years official writing was in Latin and com-
mon speech was written as a phonetic approximation so the soft Saxon sound 
shown as ‘ch’ or ‘sh’ represents the hard Danish form given as ‘sk’. The 
forms’ church ‘and’ kirk could illustrate this. Using the same difference the 
word for a short garment has developed quite separate meanings – as ‘shirt’ 
and ‘skirt’. Other Saxon/Danish pairings where both words have survived in-
clude ‘craft’ and ‘skill’:’sick’ and ‘ill’. 
Those of you have heard someone from Geordie country will have found some 
the words used most unusual – many of these words show the Scandinavian 
influence. If you look at maps of the country you will see different influences 
in different parts of the country  - the south west retaining Celtic influence in 
place names, the southern corner with Saxon influence and the eastern part 
with the Danelaw influence. 
  
Our country is richer for the many peoples who have come to settle here! 
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The Sun Came Out For Village Day 
 
Wheathampstead Village Day with the theme “Before the Wheel” was a 
memorable event in many ways. The weather was perfect, there was an 
amazing procession of floats, the High Street was packed on both sides of 
the road all the way from Cory Wright Way to the Memorial Hall and the 
playing fields throbbed with events, stalls and activities. 
 
The winner of the floats section was Beech Hyde School closely followed 
by The Girl Guides and other exceptionally good floats. The walking trophy 
was won by the Wheathampstead Playgroup. 
 
However there was also sadness as shown in the Beech Hyde float as it was 
covered in paper plates all with expressions of appreciation of the work of 
the Head Teacher, Delia Bonner who retired at the end of term after many 
years of dedicated effort for the children of Wheathampstead and in 
particular the Hilldyke Estate. She will be greatly missed. 
 
Feedback received from the various village charities who attended this year 
has been very positive, everyone had a marvellous day and raised money for 
their projects. 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Picture :  Cllr. Annie Brewster, Delia Bonner, The Mayor of  St. Albans City and 
District Cllr. Chris Oxley 

2010 
2010 marks the 950th anniversary of the Wheathampstead Charter 
being granted by Edward the Confessor. The theme for Village Day will 
be ‘Wheathampstead Now and Then 1060-2010’. 
To mark this landmark event councillors are planning additional events 
for the ‘Day’. If you are interested in joining a working group to help 
organise the day  please contact the Clerk on 01582 832541 
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www.aldwickburybackclinic.co.uk 

Life & Careers 
Coaching 

Is there anything in your life which 
you would like to improve? Would 

you like to have more fun? Improve 
your career? Earn more money? 

Would you just like to be happier? 
 

Norman Whitwood  Life Coach 
2 Parkinson Close  Wheathampstead   

Tel: 01582 833360    
www.lifeandcareerscoaching.com 

 
Satellite Tracking  
to locate your vehicle or pet 

 
Add our Angel Service 

& 2-way speech, to protect your family 
 
 

We offer the best value locally 

www.3ARC.com 
 

0845 434 3272 

The Old Bakery 
 

3 Station Road, 
Wheathampstead, AL4 8BU  

Tel: 01582 831999 
www.hertscarpets.co.uk 

 
Carpets, vinyl and wood 

floor coverings,   
all fitted at  

competitive prices 

�
3 Station Road, Wheathampstead,  

Herts AL4 8BH 
Tel: 01582 833007 

· Curtains design and make-up 
· Roman and roller blinds 
· Soft furnishings 
· Upholstery 

Our Interior Design and Project Management Services include: 

· Fitted carpets 
· Storage solutions 
· Advice on colour and style 

We will visit your home with samples or you can visit our showrooms, for free advice. 

Wheathampstead for Enterprising Business 

 

 

 

33 Gustard Wood, 
Wheathampstead 
Herts AL4 8RR 

Tel: 01582 833134 
Fax: 01582 833575 

email: janet.giblin@tesco.net  
www.wheathampstead.net/tin-pot 

The Tin Pot Guest House 
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Technically Advanced – Simple Control 

  
 
 

Webstract Ltd 
Tel: 01582 833586 
info@webstract.co.uk 
www.Webstract.co.uk 
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Wheathampstead for Enterprising Business 



 

 

 

Fenlon & Co 
YOUR LOCAL ACCOUNTANT 
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 6 High St 
Wheathampstead 
AL4 8AA 

Paul Laskier FCCA 
Mike Crafer CTA 

Tel:  01582 831234 day;   01727 759334 eve. 
Initial consultation free  

   A1-NetServices.co.uk  
 

Need help with your computer?  
 

Training and Support 
Parts and Upgrades 

Installations and configuration 
Virus problems 

Help with Broadband and Email 
Wired and Wireless Networks 

Website design 
Faults and repairs 

 

We make computing simple by providing: 

Call 01582 834208 for an initial free chat 
Email info@A1-NetServices.co.uk 

Wheathampstead for Enterprising Business 

 

 

 

Mark Fordham ACIB,MIIA,AFTA 
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Please ask for more details. 
 

Manor Pharmacy 
2, High Street 

Wheathampstead 
Tel and Fax: 01582 832102 
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Wheathampstead for Enterprising Business 


