WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Rights of Way and Commons Committee

14th May 2008

Present:
Cllrs. N. Page (Chairman), J. Burgess, K. Stammers, J. Turner & S. Walford

Apologies for absence:
Cllr. Hobden (unable to find a baby sitter)

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

1)
Control of Nettles – East Meads, Meads Dell & Bower Heath
The Chairman reviewed the relative merits of controlling nettles by strimmer or by herbicide in different types of public open spaces and proposed that herbicide be used on the nettles at Bower Heath and those in The Dell and East Meads be strimmed.  Vote all in favour.  SO RESOLVED.  The Chairman further proposed that a quote be obtained for applying herbicide to the nettles on North Meads after cutting. The cost would be in the region of £260.  Members agreed and that if this was the price quoted the Council should accept it and do the work.  SO RESOLVED.

2)
Ragwort at Marshalls Heath – The Chairman pulled ragwort out in this area on a weekly basis throughout the summer last year.  He stressed the need for a concerted effort over several years if this noxious weed is to be eliminated from Marshalls Heath.  The question was raised whether other councillors would like to be involved this year and a first date of July 6th was suggested.  Chairman to investigate whether local residents of the Herts & Middlesex Trust could / would wish to be involved in this type of work.  The importance of removing the whole plant was stressed.  When the soil is dry and hard a small hand fork is often needed to dig out the root.
3)
Tree Works –  The District Council has approved three proposals for treework on land within the Conservation Area in which the Parish Council has a responsibility. 
a)  Remove the Sycamore adjacent to the maple on the Bury Green open space in order to allow the slower growing maple to develop without interference.  


b)  Remove 2 elder and 2 sycamores in Rectory Field and replace with a red oak to the south east of the mature sycamore it should eventually replace.  

Items a) and b) were proposed by the Chairman and agreed.  SO RESOLVED.

c)  Trees on the bank of the River Lea within the cartilage of the East Lane car park.  Reduce top height by one third of 1 Sycamore (double stem) and 5 ash.  Crown reduce 1 Ash by 30% located on boundary fence.  The Chairman asked that members visit the site to consider whether the ivy should be removed and at the rate over time.

He noted that the land on which the trees are growing is District Council-owned land.

The Parish Council have a maintenance lease for the car park and landscaping but the lease document makes no reference to maintenance of the riverside trees and the cost of maintenance will be high.  Cllr. Burgess proposed that, having heard the advice from Cllr. Page, we ask Cllr. Clark to take the matter up on the Parish Council’s behalf and put it on the appropriate agenda at St. Albans District Council. Seconded Cllr. Walford.  SO RESOLVED.  A copy of the letter to go to Cllr. Oxley.


d)  The Chairman drew the attention of the Committee to a Sycamore with TPO on the Brocket View open space.  Our contractor noticed suckers and some hawthorn at the base of the tree which he and the Chairman felt would be better removed.  The adjacent residents are of the same view.  He proposed the Parish Council ask the District arborist for permission to do this work.  Agreed.  SO RESOLVED.


e)  Glebe Land and tree maintenance – Chairman proposed that the Clerk write to remind the Diocesan Board that we have not yet received a copy of the new lease. 
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3) continued…………..

f)  Devils Dyke – Large oak tree in Ancient Monument – Quotations have been sought for the cutting and removal of this tree but the costs have been extremely high.  The companies are to be approached again to re-quote for this work to be undertaken later in the year when access will be easier.  Mr. Dawes also be asked to quote.

g)  Dead elms – roadside verge – The Chairman reminded members of the problems he had previously experienced in ensuring that the District Council contractors fell the correct trees on highway verge.  He referred to two dead elm sites where resident sensitivity required felling to be supervised locally.  The Chairman proposed he supervise the work with the Parish Council’s contractor. Agreed.  SO RESOLVED. 

4)
Report on Maintenance

Marshalls Heath – Dead trees and tree prunings and grass cuttings dumped over many years around trees and bushes are now cleared and burnt to reduce the rabbit problem.

Bower Heath south-west – crown of great oak raised, Bower Heath north-west and north-east, two bridleway blockages cleared, one bridleway diverted onto new route.

Old Station Yard –  oaks and cherry trees shaped and thinned.

Melissa Field – tree crowns lifted.  Barrier access gap moved west for tractor access.

East Meads –  willow and hawthorn shaped and elderberry scrub taken out for EDF.

Brocket View – hawthorns tidied and crown of red twigged lime raised.
5)
Installation of Neptune Seats and Benches – When these were delivered the ground was too soft for access.  Seats will be installed as soon as conditions permit.
6)
Refurbishment of existing Neptune Seats – Neptune will refurbish the wood of the concrete-framed Neptune seats.  Clerk to obtain a price for this work.  Agreed.

7)
Recycling at East Meads – The Chairman will re-look at this issue and come back to the Committee.

8)
Scout Hut Access Drive – The Chairman explained that if the nettles are removed and the hedge tidied up it would create space by the Scout Hut track to allow parking. 
9)
Devils Dyke –  The Information Panel is being dealt with by the District Council’s Museums’ Department. Clerk to chase up. FP24.  Kerbstones installed fronting 7m length of wood edging and woodchip.  18-step, 2.8 m fall ladder installed by County as FP24 falls to the Dyke.  The Dyke has a massive tree clearance problem to face.  
10)
BR12 Waddling Lane – Strengthening to the wood edging – the lowest quote was received from Horton 31 metres £418.  The Chairman proposed that the work be undertaken.  Vote 3 in favour 2 abstentions.  Agreed.  SO RESOLVED.
11)
B17 Waddling Lane – An oak tree has been laid across this bridleway.  Cllr. Turner proposed it be cut up and taken away, seconded Cllr. Burgess.  Agreed.  Also agreed to report the matter to Neighbourhood Watch (Jean Gatehouse).  SO RESOLVED.
12)
New White Signage – Clerk to ask the County Highways Officer if the new blue/white sign in Mount Road is a new standard.  It is over dominant and duplicates the wooden sign by BR17.
13)
Date of Next Meeting – 24th June 2008
