
WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on 24th April 2008 in the Memorial Hall, Marford Road.

Present:
Cllrs. K. Stammers (Chairman), A. Brewster, J. Burgess, G. Clark, 

N.D. Clements, L. Hobden, D. Hills, N. Page, S. Walford, J. Turner & A. Waterfield.

Apologies for Absence:
Cllr. Begg (working abroad)

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

Declarations of Interest – None were declared.
Minutes of Previous Meeting – The minutes which had been circulated, were taken as read and adopted following two corrections:-

Item 4 Nomansland Common Grazing replace ‘is’ with “has” and Item 13 Vote to read 8 For 1 against and 1 abstention

Public Speaking

Mr. Ray Adams firstly commended the Council on its change of attitude.  He then went on to state that the Parish Council agreeing to contribute £7,500 towards retaining a PCSO was “the thin edge of the wedge”.  By taking this stand, Redbourn had to comply thus giving their money away.

NATS – Mr. Adams thought the attendance by Parish Councillors at the recent public meeting, discussing the proposed change of air traffic routes to/from Luton Airport, was pathetic.  Nor were there enough members at the PAP meeting in St. Albans.

Cllr. Judy Shardlow – The public meeting relating to the proposed flight routes to and from Luton Airport was attended by over 200 people.  There are concerns about planes flying over Nomansland Common.  There will be 10 flights per hour.  During the day time planes will fly at 3000ft and at night 4000ft.  Most aircraft achieve these heights just out of Luton.  The noise level will be very intense.  There is not enough evidence to change the flight path.  It is important that the Parish Council expresses its concern to maintain the status quo.
1)
Nomansland Common – Grazing Update – Nothing further to report.  The Chairman proposed that this item be kept on the agenda.  In favour 9.  SO RESOLVED.

2)
Meads – Underground Cables – This is proceeding slowly.  The most recent plan south of the river was different from the previous one.  This new route would have crossed the outflow of the sewer works and a land drain at Meads Dell.  The old route will now be followed.  The switch box plan is also being looked at.
3)
Hilldyke Centre – Nothing further to report on the Trustees.  Cllr. Brewster has met with Robert Green and Mathew Brown from the District Council and Richard Shwe Head of Culture at St. Albans District Council.  Youth will all come under a ‘one stop shop’.  They hope to have a presence on Village Day and also the support of the Parish Council for another activity week in the summer.
4)
Nomansland Joint Committee Administration – The Clerk has applied to the District Council for the £1000 payment to carry out this administration work.
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5)
Luton Airport – New Flight Routes – Over the past year there have been 170 complaints about the noise levels – 80 of these were from Harpenden.  An article in 
the Pump will explain how to complain about air traffic noise.  With the new routing the flights will move further east of Wheathampstead and go over Butterfield Road/Nomansland.  Aircraft movement is likely to increase by 50% over the next few years.  The Parish Council has made its response and Cllr. Clements thought this was correct.  It was felt we should monitor what is going on and keep an eagle eye on the situation.  The current issue of the pump contains an article on the NATS.  The Clerk will write a further letter to NATS explaining that a number of people in the village are very concerned at the proposed new routes.

6)
York Stone Cleaning – Cllr. Turner proposed that an attempt is made to unearth the letters when the York Stone was laid to establish how often it should be cleaned, seconded Cllr. Burgess.  Vote 9 in favour 0 against. SO RESOLVED.
7)
Clerk’s Salary – The Chairman recommended the SLCC advisor to be employed to assess this, at a fee up to £2000.  Cllr. Turner to contact them and the Clerk will write a formal letter.  SO RESOLVED.
8)
Adoption of para 12 (2) Model Code of Conduct – Members unanimously agreed to adopt paragraph 12 (2), copies of which had been circulated to them all. SO RESOLVED.
9)
Village Sign – Copies of the design had been circulated to all members.  The sign will be single sided.  Cllr. Page was against erecting a Village Sign as there was no suitable site.  Also having investigated ‘The Charter’ (which featured prominently in the design), he felt this could be a fraud as many ‘charters’ were produced in the middle ages and they were not all bona fide.  Cllr. Clark proposed that we press on and purchase two signs, leaving out the charter, seconded Cllr. Turner.  In favour 7 against 2.  SO RESOLVED.

10)
Development Centre Butterfield Road – Letter from Parish Councils solicitor advised that the exchange for the site between HCC and Persimmon has now taken place.

11)
Planning for Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation – East of England – Chairman proposed that this Council writes along the lines of the response sent by St. Albans District Council.  Vote 8 in favour.  SO RESOLVED.

12)
Butterfield Road – Residents Meeting – It was agreed to accept the request from the residents who had asked to meet members of the Parish Council Plans Committee to discuss concerns over the proposed new development at the Education Centre.  It was also agreed to invite a Planning Officer from St. Albans District Council to the meeting.  Clerk to also write to Persimmon and ask for the company to send a representative to the meeting.
13)
Explorers – Request for a grant towards their forthcoming visit to Ghana where they will be helping to build a school.  Cllr. Hobden proposed that £200 be given for delivering the Village Plan (the budget would allow this), seconded Cllr. Turner.  Vote 10 in favour.  SO RESOLVED.
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14)
Request from Mr. Morton-Smith to store a canoe in the Old forge.  Cllr. Stammers proposed that we could not help with this, seconded Cllr. Burgess.  Vote 6 in favour 2 against.  SO RESOLVED.

15)
Allotments – Folly Fields – Cllr. Walford explained that an allotment tenant was proving hard to evict from his plot.  Numerous letters had been sent to him and also 

one to the police.  The advice of the police was to have 2 or 3 councillors present when members of the allotment committee removed plants and other belongings from the allotment, which would be put to one side to await collection by the tenant.  Cllrs. Hills and Stammers volunteered to attend on Sunday 27th at 10am.

16)
Loss of Appeal on Village Off-Licence Grill – Members were very angry at the loss of the appeal and also that District Council officers did not seem to be supporting the village.  Cllr. Turner proposed the Clerk write to the Head of Planning and ask for suggestions on how the shop could be made safe, seconded Cllr. Clark.  Vote unanimous.  SO RESOLVED.
17)
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Planning Committee 14th April 2008 


The minutes were presented by the Chairman and accepted.

18)
Village Day Committee – Verbal Report

Verbal report by the Chairman as due to an office family bereavement the minutes had not been typed up.  Cllr. Waterfield informed the meeting that he had been told that evening that the beer tent would not be allowed.  The Clerk had received a telephone call from the licensee of The Nelson informing her that at a meeting of the Pub Watch Group the subject had been brought up and the group was not in favour of a beer tent nor were the police.  The Chairman and members of the committee did not know that the Churches Together would be serving teas in the Hewitt Room.

19)
Police Liaison Meeting – 14th April 2008

Cllr. Turner reported on a recent meeting with the police where she was informed that crime in Wheathampstead was down over the 12 month period January – December.  Our Ward Constable is PC Andy Yuill and 80% of his time on duty is spent in the village.

20)
Verbal report by Cllr. Clements.  (The Chairman requested that in future this report is a written one which can be circulated to members).


He and the Clerk together with a member of the traffic police and an officer from County had met in Marford Road to discuss the provision of a new bus stop near The Nelson PH.  Apparently there is a bus stop column which doubles for a stop both sides of the road and this is being investigated for this area of road.  He had also attended the Police Policing Plan 2008-2011 seminar, Standards Training meeting and a LLACC (Luton) meeting.


Further meetings attended had reported on concessionary fares, new funding for the Harpenden Memorial Hospital and adding names to local war memorials.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the War Grave Commission to enquire whether War Memorial is up to date in Wheathampstead.  (Cllr. Burgess made reference to the fact that there are a number of military graves in the churchyard).
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21)
Verbal report by Cllr. Clark – She had attended a meeting of the Farmers Market Steering Group where it was reported that the market had been quiet over the winter period.
22)
Village Plan – The questionnaire is now with the Explorers and delivery will start tomorrow.  The report will be finalised by mid August.  Copies of the questionnaire to be put in the library and chemist. 

23)
Internal Auditor – Chairman proposed that BK Watts be engaged again as the Parish Councils Internal Auditor.  Vote.  Agreed unanimously.  SO RESOLVED.
24)
Sam Collins – Village Photographs – The Collins family have put all of Sam’s old village photographs online in his memory, and can be viewed on www.wheathampstead.org.  Cllr. Hills thought the Parish Council should obtain a copy of these photographs.  Clerk to make enquiries.

25)
Tennis Club – There has still been no decision made on the new rent.  Clerk to arrange a date for the Chairman and Treasurer of the Club to meet with the Playing Fields Committee.


26)
Annual Parish Meeting – Refreshments – The Chairman proposed that wine be provided for the intermission and this was agreed.  The Chairman will obtain a video projector and all committee Chairman must meet together on the Sunday before the meeting to run through their presentation.  SO RESOLVED.

27)
Accounts for Payment – (See separate sheet) – Cllr. Clements proposed these be accepted for payment, seconded Cllr Turner.  Vote unanimous.  SO RESOLVED.
