WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 27th March 2008 at the Memorial Hall, Marford Road

Present:
Cllrs. K. Stammers (Chairman), I. Begg, A. Brewster, G. Clark, 

N. D. Clements, D. Hills, N. Page, J. Turner, S. Walford, A. Waterfield and 5 members of the public.

Apologies for Absence:
Cllr. Hobden (on holiday)

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

1)
Declarations of Interest – Cllr. Waterfield declared a non pecuniary interest in planning application 5/08/0616 which is opposite his property.  Cllr. Turner proposed he stay at the meeting when this application came up, seconded Cllr. Brewster.  SO RESOLVED.


Cllr. Waterfield signed the Declarations of Interest Book.

2)
Minutes of Previous Meeting – The minutes which had been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman.

3)
Public Speaking – There was no one wishing to speak.

4)
Nomansland Common – Grazing – The District Council has taken legal advice on this matter.

5)
Meads – Underground Cables – Cllr. Turner proposed that the Parish Council pays its own legal fees, which have been estimated at £500, seconded Cllr. Brewster.  Vote in favour 7 - 1 abstention SO RESOLVED.  Clerk to write informing the company and requesting the work be undertaken as soon as possible.

6)
Memorial Hall Car Park Sign in Marford Road – The Chairman proposed that this item be moved to the Highways Committee – all in favour.  SO RESOLVED.

7)
Hilldyke Centre – Cllr. Brewster had recently attended a meeting at the Centre.  New Trustees are still needed and residents on the estate have been asked to come up with ideas.  Cllr. Brewster is arranging to meet someone from Youth Services as the Thursday night 16+ youth event is dwindling.
8)
PCSO Funding – Redbourn Parish Council has also now agreed to contribute £7125 towards the cost of a PCSO.  This means that both Wheathampstead and Redbourn will retain their PCSO’s.  Some members wanted to know who our Ward Constable is.  Cllr. Hills proposed that the Clerk writes to the Police Authority and asks how much time the PCSO spends in this village, seconded Cllr. Turner.  

Vote in favour 8.  SO RESOLVED.

9)
Nomansland Joint Committee Administration – Nothing further to report.  Cllr. Page proposed that a letter be sent to the District Council member for efficiency drawing his attention to the fact that the new administration has still not been set up, seconded Cllr. Waterfield.  Vote 6 in favour
 3 absentions. SO RESOLVED.

10)
Luton Airport – New Flight Routes – Cllr. Clements reported on the proposal that the entire network over Luton be changed and we have just a few weeks to comment.  
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10)  
Continued……………

Cllr. Clements proposed that the Clerk write to NATS that the routes for departures to the south west be taken a little wider so that the centre route passes over Brocket Hall Golf Course and Nomansland instead of passing over eastern Wheathampstead and close to Kimton, seconded Cllr. Hills.  Agreed unanimously.  SO RESOLVED.
Cllr. Turner proposed that a Public Meeting is arranged and that we write and ask for someone from NATS to make a presentation, seconded Cllr. Hills.  Vote in favour – unanimous.  SO RESOLVED.    Copy of the letters to go to Luton Airport.

11)
York Stone Cleaning – It was agreed that this paving is not adequately cleaned.  Cllr. Begg proposed a strong letter be sent to the District Council asking for a regular cleaning regime to be re-instated and referring back to their letter in which it stated that the paving would be cleaned every nine weeks, seconded Cllr. Turner.  Vote in favour 9.  SO RESOLVED.  Copies of letter to go our District Councillors and HCC (Stuart Walmsely).
12)
Clerk’s Salary – The Working Party will meet on 1st April at 8pm in the Hewitt Room.

13)
B.R.12 – Cllr. Hills signed the Declarations of Interest Book as he is also a County Councillor.


Cllr. Page requested that Standing Order 66 be implemented (exclusion of press and public).  This was not supported.


A letter had been received from HCC (circulated to all members) asking for a contribution towards the cost of tarmacadam, which because of a delay, had not been laid and “went off”.  The Parish Council had not been involved and was therefore not responsible for this action.  Cllr. Page stated he had acted as an individual in this matter.  Cllr. Turner proposed that the Parish Council does not pay, seconded Cllr. Begg,  Vote in favour 10.  SO RESOLVED.


In response to an e-mail received from Richard Cuthbert, which had been circulated to all members.  Cllr. Stammers proposed we do not support any P3 money being used to meet this cost, seconded Cllr. Hills.  Vote in favour 8 1 against 1 abstention.  SO RESOLVED.
The Chairman stated that committee meetings must not be cancelled, they must be taken by a Vice Chairman.  It is not good practice to cancel meetings.

Councillors must not work on their own and members must learn from this incident.

14)
Nomination of Trustees to the James Marshall Foundation and Wheathampstead United Charities – New Rules – (circulated to all members).

Cllrs. Turner and Clements signed the Declarations of Interest Book as they are Trustees.


By nominating rather than ‘appointing’ trustees, no responsibility for the actions of a nominee would rest with the nominating organisation.  It also gives the existing trustees an opportunity to veto a nomination if necessary.  The Parish Council noted and accepted this new formalisation procedure.  SO RESOLVED.

15)
CORRESPONDENCE

i.  Two letters of complaint referring to the recycling area were passed to the 

    Memorial Hall Committee.

ii. Two complaints relating to the East Lane Car Park were passed to the Highways 

    and Public Transport Committee.
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15) correspondence continued……..

iii.  Letter and consultation document from the East and North Herts NHS Trust 
received.
Cllrs.  Walford & Waterfied declared an interest and signed the Declarations of    

Interest  Book.      (Cllr. Waterfield is an employee of the Trust, Cllr. Walford is an employee of Herts Partnership Foundation Trust which is part of the NHS).

The Trust is commencing a public consultation around its NHS Foundation Trust  

application.  Agreed the Clerk completes the document.  SO RESOLVED. 

iv. Quotation received to repair Christmas rope lights - £336.  Agreed this should be  

     accepted.  SO RESOLVED. 

v.  Permission requested from a resident in Cherry Tree Lane to improve their 

driveway across the common land in front of their property.  Cllr. Page proposed acceptance of the driveway improvements, seconded Cllr. Turner, Vote in favour 8.  SO RESOLVED. 
16)
Adoption of Paragraph 12 (2) of the Revised Model Code – (contained in the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) order 2007 – S1 2007/1159) – circulated to all members.

Cllr. Clements announced he had attended a seminar today and that we had already adopted this paragraph summer 2007.
17)
PLANNING

5/08/0495 – 8 Barton Road – part two and single storey side & front & 2 storey rear 

ext.

Cllr. Clark proposed 
RECOMMEND REFUSAL as it is over dominant in the street scene, overlarge for the site

Seconded Cllr. Clements Vote  In favour 7 - 2 against.
SO RESOLVED. 

5/08/0616 – Lamer Park Golf Club – First floor rear ext.

Cllr. Turner proposed 
NO OBJECTION

Seconded Cllr. Begg Vote in favour 6 – against 2.
SO RESOLVED

18)
COMMITTEE REPORTS


a) Playing Fields Committee – 4th March 2008


The minutes which had been circulated were accepted after the following correction:-

“Cllr. Begg arrived at the end of the meeting during discussion of the last item”.


b) Allotments Committee – 11th March 2008

The minutes, which had been circulated, were accepted.


c) Village Day Committee – 12th March 2008


The minutes, which had been circulated, were accepted.


d) Youth Committee – 17th March 2008


The minutes, which had been circulated, were accepted.


Verbal Report by Cllr. Clements on meetings he had attended during the month
4th March – Meeting with Highways Engineers produced the information that the 40mph buffer zones and due to be in place shortly.

6th March – Highways – (Parking on verges & footways) - There is to be a total ban on parking on footways and verges – not to be implemented until exceptions have 
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Verbal reports continued………….

been agreed where necessary. These areas will be exempt and will have marked areas on the footways and verges where vehicles can park up to and not beyond.

11th March – HAPTC  - routine matters
24th March –  Highways Partnership - Safety features to be installed near St. Helen’s School.  Cllr. Clements will see a design before it is installed.

Safety camera criteria – nothing even remotely close to meeting them in Wheathampstead.

Footway resurfacing – The Hill (45 to 105)

Road Works in programme for 2007/08 – surfacing will be done on five roads including Sheepcote Lane, Lower Luton Road and Marshalls Heath.

25th March – Environment Forum – nothing to report.

27th March – Training on Standards – changes between the old code and the new code.

19)
Village Sign – Cllrs. Clark and Turner presented a report on the progress of a Village Sign.  (Circulated to all members).  Quotations are awaited for the sign – one and two sided in both wood and metal.  Various positions where the sign could be placed are also being considered.

20)
Accounts for Payment – The following accounts were presented and passed for payment.  (See separate sheet).  SO RESOLVED.

The meeting ended at 9.20pm
