WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Highways & Public Transport Committee

26th February 2008

Present:
Cllrs. N. D. Clements (Chairman), I. Begg, J. Turner (re. Cllr. Clark) and 

D. Hills with apologies for late arrival (Cllr. Burgess in attendance)
Apologies for Absence:
Cllrs. Clark, Hobden, & Waterfield
In Attendance:

The Clerk,

1)
Review of HCC Highways Plans for the Village

Letter from HCC indicated that the request for a 40mph limit from the Cory-Wright roundabout to be established as a buffer zone before the 30mph in Marford Road will be implemented as requested by this committee.
Marford Road Crossing – A new survey was recently undertaken and more points were scored this time (300) than when the previous one was taken approx. 5 years ago.  It is hoped that a crossing will be forth coming in the New Year’s budget.  Maybe S106 money from Butterfield Road site could be used.

2)
Enforcement – Disabled Bays – These are checked by the parking wardens several times a day but they do not give out tickets readily and give friendly warnings instead.  The committee agreed that a strong letter should go to St. Albans District Council requesting a much stronger deterrent be administered to the non disabled using these bays.


School Entrance – Zig Zag yellow lines – There is a problem with the courts regarding rules on ‘waiting’ on these lines.  Parking - for however short a period is now legally enforceable.


Yellow Lines – These are “self enforcing” as there is no man power to monitor them.


Speed Limits – These are not dealt with by the local police.  There is now a blue sign on the south side of Marford Road nearly opposite The Nelson PH reading “Speed Trap Area”.


Future Developments – Civic Enforcement Officers will soon have powers to enforce a ban of parking on verges and pavements plus prosecute for throwing chewing gum and litter on the pavement.  It is an offence to park on any pavement or verge.  However some areas will be designated for parking with a painted white line showing where they cannot encroach.

3)
20mph Zone – The Chairman presented a plan showing extra stretches of road off the High Street which could be 20mph.  However members did not agree with the proposal and it was lost.

4)
Kind Edward Place – This road is not adopted by HCC.  Cllr. Begg declared an interest as his business borders this road.


Apparently this road was not built to County Standards.  Some S106 money may now be forthcoming as Hammersmatch won their appeal on the Old Rectory property.


Cllr. Begg was concerned about safety in the area of King Edward Place/High Street and crossing/East Lane.  There are no signs indicating priority from the side roads – which are opposite one another, into the High Street.  A letter to be written to Head of Highways on this safety issue and ask for the King Edward Place area to be adopted.

Mr. Holden to receive a copy of this letter
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5)
Walnut Tree – in triangle of land Mount Road – Clerk to write to EDF and ask for their comment on such a tree being so close to their cables.  Meanwhile keep the tree trimmed down.

6)
Floral Matters – Agreed to leave the hanging baskets and floral displays as last year.  Clerk to obtain tenders for next year’s budget.

7)
Harpenden Sign on Wheathampstead Road – This had been incorrectly placed and was installed after a request from a resident whose visitors could not find ‘Long Buftlers’.  This sign has now been removed.
8)
Minor Works – Pot Holes/White Lines

Pot Holes – Nurseries Road, Leasey Bridge Lane at the edges/Butterfield Road, Bury Green/Rectory Gardens.


White Lining – Area from High Street to Marford Road.  
9)
Bus Shelters – An illuminated sign in the shelters in the High Street displaying when a bus is due will be investigated by the Chairman.

10)
Hilldyke Road – Footways are very bad and need repair.
11)
Date of Next Meeting – 22nd May 2008.
