WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on 31st January 2008 at the Memorial Hall, Marford Road.

Present:
Cllrs. K. Stammers (Chairman), I. Begg, A. Brewster, J. Burgess, G. Clark, N.D. Clements, D. Hills, L. Hobden, N. Page, J. Turner, S. Walford & A. Waterfield.

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

Before the meeting of the Council began, an officer from the District Council and a District 

Councillor addressed members on the District Councils’ Quality of Life Strategy – Meeting 

Housing needs of Older People.

It has been recognised that older people need more space than is currently available in bed-
sits which are not popular.  The extra space is not just for personal furniture but for 

accessibility for wheelchairs and also space for a relative to stay.  Such measures will be 

identified and go into the Council’s framework.  So far it is not known what will happen to 

Thomas Sparrow House.  It is a large site.  The building could be refurbished or remodelled.  

Around the District there are 14 such housing schemes with 50 vacancies.  The speakers

would like to come back and speak to the Parish Council later in the year.  A letter of thanks

to be sent to Karen Dragevic and Cllr. Lee.

8.03 Opening of Parish Council Meeting

Declarations of Interest – Cllr. Begg declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Litter Blitzers 

and the cleaning of the York Stone.

Cllr. Burgess declared a non pecuniary interest in the land at Mount Road.
Cllr. Clark declared an interest in the planning application in Butterfield Road.  It was agreed

that she should stay in the meeting but not vote.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes had been circulated and taken as read with the following corrections.

Item 15 – last line change ‘added’ to ‘included’.

Item 14 – correspondence add – noted an e-mail had been received from the Tennis Club.

Item 15 – Ring Fenced Income – Add – The Chairman of the Committee, Cllr. Brewster, 

expressed dismay that the Chairman of the Parish Council did not have the courtesy to 

discuss this matter with her before raising it as a special agenda item at full Council.

Item 15 add – Cllr. Turner pointed out that this demonstrates the danger of raising items not 

on the agenda.

Item 16 – Highways & Public Transport Committee, second line change ‘day’ to ‘week’.

MATTERS ARISING

1)         Nomansland Common – Cllrs. Hills and Page represent the Parish Council on this 

committee.  Councillors should vote as per the Parish Council’s wishes unless in the

light of any new information received it may change their perspective.  Councillors 

should report back to the Council.

Note:  Members do report back to the Parish Council each month on any outside 

meetings they have attended.

Cllr. Waterfield proposed, “Cllr. Waterfield proposed that when Parish Councillors 

are attending other committees, if they vote against the express wish of the Council, 

then at the next Council meeting, they must express why”, seconded Cllr. Begg,  
Vote in favour 8  against 0  abstention 4  SO RESOLVED.

2)
Heath Cottage – Cllr. Page had visited the site.  He did not think that the Council had a case.  To claim a wayleave was not enforceable.  He proposed that this item be 
- 2 –

2) continued…….

closed.  Vote in Favour 10 Abstention 2.  SO RESOLVED that this item is no longer followed up.
3)
Green Policy – To be taken off the agenda.  SO RESOLVED.  Nothing further has been heard from the District Council on this subject.

4)
Meads Area – Underground Electricity Cables – Solicitor awaiting receipt of the plans from EDF’s agent.

5)
Sandbags – 20 sandbags are now in a store behind the fire station.

6)
Gate/Steps 33 Marford Road – Clerk to write again to the Enforcement Officer explaining that he did not reply to the question asked by the Clerk – “was planning permission requested?”.

7)
Members Training – ‘Basics for Councillors’ – Letter of thanks sent to Mr. Moorhouse.  Members had found the meeting very informative.

8)
Village Plan – Version 2 of the questionnaire will be sent to members within the next few days.  It is hoped to have the final version ready for printing in March.

9)
Memorial Hall Car Park Sign – Cllr. Clements is pursuing this subject which will now go to Highways Committee.

10)
Hilldyke Centre – This item to be kept on the agenda as new Trustees may be needed.

11)
Stable Theft/Mrs. M. Coates – Letter of apology to be sent for the fact that her letter was not discussed at the recent liaison meeting as events of the previous weekend over clouded the meeting.  The letter will be drawn to the attention of the police at the next meeting.

12)
Tennis Club application to increase the lighting period to 10pm.  Noted this was refused by District Council Planning Dept.

13)
COMMITTEE REPORTS  - Committee Chairmen presented the following reports which were accepted.


Allotment Committee 4th December 2007.


Playing Fields 6th December 2007.


Plans 8th January 2008


Village Plan 9th January 2007


Youth 10th January 2008 - (This committee Chairman reported that news of funding from the police had been received that evening to help with costs for Hip Hop Dancing.  She hoped that the Parish Council would agree to contribute a small sum towards the cost of a leader at Hilldyke Centre who would be in attendance 3 hours a week on a Thursday night).

Police Liaison 14th January.

Rights of Way 16th January.

(Reports attached herewith).

14)
FINANCE COMMITTEE  22nd JANUARY

Members agreed, proposed Cllr. Stammers, to setting the Precept at £149,632.  SO RESOLVED.
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14) continued………….

Request that the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman be allowed to spend up to £200 between meetings on urgent matters.  Agreed (Vote 10 For 2 abstentions)

Clerks Salary – Agreed to accept the Precept as it is and put the item on the agenda for next meeting.

15)
Noted acceptance of December Accounts.  (Attached herewith).

16)
VERBAL REPORTS – Cllr. Clements reported that the count for the crossing on Marford Road had been undertaken in very poor weather.  However the count has doubled since the last one and it is now on the borderline.  40 pot holes had been reported to Highways/LLACC – Helicopter routing and noise/Parish Liaison/HAPTC/ST.AALC Standards Committee – reformed/HAPTC Executive – Royston is now a Quality Council (Letter of congratulations to be sent), Gypsy & Travellers Consultation, Councillors Training (7-9pm 5th March at Woolmer Green), Parish Liaison Committee – This has been abolished by the District Council and members have only just been informed.  Agreed the Clerk should write an extremely strong letter to the District Council regretting this decision.
17)
CORRESPONDENCE


a) Letter from Wheathampstead Welfare Group asking if the Parish Council would make a grant to cover their Public Liability and Personal Accident Insurance for the next 12 months - £215.88 (last year this was £182).  There are 40 drivers.  Agreed to pay this insurance.

b) St. Albans District Council Draft Planning Application Validation Checklist.  Members had comments to make.

c) Request from Herts Air Ambulance for financial help.  The Clerk has written and told them about Village Day.

d) Noted Department of Transport and Consultation Paper – Strengthening Local Delivery.

e) Noted the European Recycling Company Ltd wanted to have a shoe collection box in the Memorial Hall Car Park.  Write to advise we have a box near the Post Office.

f) Noted Model Publication Scheme – Freedom of Information – from NALC.

g) Noted St. Albans District Community Safety Strategy.

h) Noted that the appeal by Hammersmatch Ltd and Hammersmatch Development Ltd re the Walled Garden at the Moat Factory was held on 15th January.


i)  Noted that the WDPS have planted approx. 1400 bulbs in Marford Road by the ‘Wheathampstead’ sign.  Clerk to write and thank the Society.


j) Noted receipt of the Waterend Conservation Area Character Statement.  This will now be kept in a safe in the office.

18)
PLANNING


5/08/0138
4 Barton Road –  2 storey side extension




RECOMMEND REFUSAL




This extension is very overbearing on neighbouring properties.




Vote 5 for 4 against.


5/08/0059
Folly Methodist Church – 3 3-bed dwellings




Cllr Begg proposed , seconded  Cllr. Hobden





NO OBJECTION




8 in favour.


5/08/2894
Land r/o 3 Station Road – 2 semi detached 2-bed dwellings

NO OBJECTION but if approval is granted, the egress should be “No Right Turn”.
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5/08/3049
8 Acres, Holly Bush Lane – demolition of existing dwelling & 
rebuilding a new house.




NO OBJECTION


5/08/0077
Cutts Cottage, Nomansland – Removal of Condition 2 



RECOMMEND REFUSAL




Concern to protect the Green Belt.


5/08/0105
28 Butterfield Road – 2 storey side ext & replacement single storey 

rear ext.



NO OBJECTION

19)
PCSO Funding - £7500 is the amount Wheathampstead must pay to retain its PCSO.  Cllr Turner proposed that Insp. Hanson be advised that Wheathampstead is prepared to part funding a PCSO subject to the village retaining our PCSO, seconded Cllr. Hobden.


Vote in favour 6 against 5.  SO RESOLVED.  1 Abstention?
20)
Nomansland Joint Committee – Letter from District Council asked whether Wheathampstead would take on the administration of the Nomansland Joint Committee.  Wheathampstead has always taken a keen interest in the Common part of which it owns.  Cllr. Page proposed that we take over the administration of Nomansland, seconded Cllr. Begg.  Vote in favour 8 against 2. SO RESOLVED.


Cllr. Turner suggested that the District Council also be advised that Wheathampstead Parish Council is the Lord of the Manor.

21)
Accounts for Payment – The attached accounts were passed for payment.

22)
Litter Blitzers – Request that the Parish Council undertake the printing of the Group’s posters.  Agreed.  Letter of thanks to be sent to the Blitzers.

Cllr. Turner proposed adjourning the meeting at 11pm and re-convene in the near future, 

seconded Cllr. Burgess.  Agreed.

