WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Highways & Public Transport Committee

13th November 2007

Present:
Cllrs. N. d. Clements, G. Clark, L. Hobden, D. Hills & A. Waterfield with 

Mrs. Woods.

Apologies for Absence:
Cllr. Begg (business)

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

Review of HCC Highways Plans for Wheathampstead
The Chairman explained that all highway matters are dealt with by the County Council.

The Highways Partnership is made up of 6 County Councillors, 6 District Councillors and one Parish Council representing the Parishes, and that is himself.  They make comments recommend ideas, and meet quarterly.  Stuart Walmsley comes out to these meetings, the agendas for which are very large.  Around 15 sites within the Parish will be attended to in this financial year.
Crossing in Marford Road

There are doubts over the survey which had been carried out but a new one would only be undertaken if the Parish Council paid for it.  However we will press for the survey to be taken at HCC expense.  The score was very low – 150 – and the lowest one to go on the list for consideration over scored 300 points.

The Chairman hoped that S106 money could perhaps be spent on a crossing.

Cllr. Waterfield suggested ramps would make the traffic go more slowly.

The price of a crossing would be £30 – 35,000.

District Councillors have been approaching County about this crossing.

Members suggested various methods of slowing the traffic – CCTV cameras, 20mph limits and rumble strips between the 40pmh and 30mph signs between the Cory-Wright Way roundabout and the village.

It was still thought that the provision of a pedestrian crossing should be pressed for.

Situation Report – (Preparation for Village Plan Launch)

The footpath in Hilldyke Road is very bad.

More yellow lines – some people want the lines increased in Marford Road.

Parking Wardens need to visit the village more often including Marford/Necton Road area.

Improper use of the disabled parking bays and vehicles parking outside Dillons.  It was thought the PCSO could check this situation.

Parish Council to write to Brian Peers (D.C.) and ask how much time the wardens have spent in Wheathampstead over the last quarter.  (Action Clerk).

At the next Police Liaison meeting ask for the PCSO to look at the lines etc.

Parking
There are places in the village where cars parking in the road can cause an obstruction.  There are white lines going to be put on footways where people can park “up to” but not beyond it.

Brewhouse Hill – A petition was presented to the Joint Highways Committee for something to be done (no suggestion of what!).

Lamer Lane – Members to check that the chicanes have been painted.

Lower Luton Road – There was a damage only accident recently near Folly Fields.
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Christmas Lights – These will be switched on 27th November.  Ensure that our PCSO is informed.

High Street/Station Road – Cllr. Hills proposed that another Walnut Tree be purchased for Mount Road, seconded Cllr. Waterfield.  Agreed. 

The planters will be planted up again next year.

The cycle rack near the church wall has been partly lifted out.  Clerk to report.

Any Other Business
a)  There are no cut aways on the Highway by St. Helen’s School to allow easy access for wheelchairs and pushchairs, report to Highways.
b)  Letter from Julie Bell thought there were too many signs around the village.

c)  Leasey Bridge Lane – A sign states that the road is single track but there are no proper passing places.  There is no money in the budget to make any improvements.  The road is a little safer now.

d)  Letter of complaint about the dangers at Newbridge on Lower Luton Road for vehicles entering & leaving the horse field.

e)  Ferrers Lane – Complaints received against the possibility of cattle grids on this road if grazing is allowed on the common.  Members agreed that there should be no cattle grids on this road.  Letter to go to District Council.  (Action Clerk).  Members thought the money could be better used elsewhere.

Budget 2008/09 – See separate sheet
Date of Next Meeting – Clerk will advise and the meeting will be late February.
