WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 25th October 2007 at the Memorial Hall, Marford Road, Wheathampstead.

Present:
Cllrs. K. Stammers (Chairman), I. Begg, A. Brewster, G. Clark, N. D. Clements, D. Hills, N. Page, J. Turner, S. Walford & A. Waterfield.

Apologies for Absence:

Cllrs. Hobden (holiday) and Burgess (working abroad)

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

Before the start of the Proper Council meeting, the Senior Engineering Manager of EDF 

(Tony Cohen) and the local Team Manager (Ian Rudd), attended to apologise for the on-

going power problems in and around the village.  Members looked at a large map showing 

power lines and towers for Wheathampstead.  Major work has been done on the network.  

The new cables that have a different configuration are being installed.  These should be more 

resilient to high winds.  The power cut which lasted nearly 10 hours in September was caused 
by an underground fault.

Mrs. Gatehouse (member of the public) reported that she had experienced 12 power failures 

since June.

Cllr. Brewster asked how Wheathampstead compared with other areas.

Tony Cohen stated that the sustained faults would be looked into.  Small faults do not get into 

the system.

Cllr. Clark asked what the policy is for trimming trees.

Ian Rudd – there is a rolling policy to cut/prune trees near high voltage cables.

Tony Cohen – EDF are spending £18 million dealing with cutting trees.  Trees should be 2 

metres from the overhead cables.  The fact that we are having more rain adds to the problems.

Power failures are located on a map.  Low voltage failures still need reporting.

Members and the public were very surprised that the fault had been left until the morning and 

that the cables were lying on the ground.

The meeting was informed that the overhead team had made a decision to stop until morning.  The cable had been isolated.  A permanent repair should have been done.  The individuals concerned will be pulled in about this.

A voltage recorder would be put in the Brewhouse Hill/Wick estate as this part of the village is particularly susceptible to ‘blips’ and power cuts.
Cllr. Begg declared an interest as a local business man whose coffee bar had been very much 

affected by the September cut.  He had lost stock but was unable to claim on his insurance as 
it was below the claimable level.  Tony Cohen advised him to contact him on this matter.
The village had again had approximately three ‘blips’ this morning of which Tony Cohen and 

Ian Rudd were unaware.

Tony Cohen reiterated that EDF are working hard to improve the system but there are a 

multitude of things on which money is spent to help customers.

Cllr. Stammers thanked Tony Cohen and Ian Rudd for attending and listening to the problems 

experienced by local people and for giving everyone present an apology and explanation as to 

what the village can expect in the future.

The Parish Council meeting began at 8.17pm.
Declarations of Interest – These would be taken as and when they occur.
Minutes of Previous Meeting – The minutes which had been circulated, were taken as read 

and agreed with just one correction.

Item 24)  add the words “admission appeals” after ‘school transfer’.
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MATTERS ARISING
1)         Nomansland – Cattle Grazing – Cllrs. Hills, Page, Turner & Walford are going to 

visit Epping Forest organised by the District Council on 31st October.
2)
Standing Orders – On going.

3)
Heath Cottage – On going.

4)
Green Policy – On going.

5)
Meads Area – Underground Electricity Cables – Clerk will send details of the scheme to the National Playing Fields Society and inform Freedom.  A map showing details of the proposed siting of the cable to be sent to a land agent for wayleave advice.  (Action Clerk). 

6)
Sandbags – Waiting to hear from Fireman as to when the sandbags could be delivered.

7)
Gate – 33 Marford Road – The gate has been fenced across by the Parish Council.  The steps have still to be removed.

8)
Tennis Club Rent – Now awaiting to hear from Humberts.
9)         St. Albans District Council Member Training – “Basics for Councillors” – Cllrs. 

Brewster, Turner and Stammers had attended and this seemed to please the planning 

officers.  Members still felt that the Parish Council should ask for a meeting with 

planning officers in Wheathampstead.  (Action Clerk).

10)
Village Plan – Invitation have been sent to all village groups.  The PCSO is going to have a stand.  Posters are up and Cllr. Hobden will do a press release next week.  The launch will be on 18th November.  Cllr. Clements offered his apologies as he has a prior engagement that day.  Cllr. Turner will put a notice in her front garden if required.  People will be able to state their thoughts/ideas/wishes on ‘post-it’ notes (no names required).  These will generate a questionnaire which will then go to every house in the village.

11)
Christmas Dinner – Agreed this should be 17th December.  Cllr. Waterfield to inform the Golf Club, who will then be asked to send details to the Clerk.

12)
Remembrance Day Parade – The Chairman reminded members that they should gather in Church Street around 10.15am.

13)
CORRESPONDENCE

i.  Letter from St. Albans District Council referred to the new wheeled bins and introduction of alternate week collections and any difficulties which may arise at certain houses.  An officer will be coming out to Wheathampstead on 1st November (10am at the Memorial Hall).  Cllrs. Clements & Clark will attend.  (Letter e-mailed to all members).

ii.  Letter from the Tree Warden (St. Albans District Council) invited a representative to the 20th Anniversary of the ‘Great Storm’ National Tree Week on 27th November 7pm at the Civic Centre.  Cllr. Page will attend.
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13) correspondence continued……..


iii.  CiLCA (The Certificate of Local Council Administration) Course.  This certificate is required for Councils to receive Quality Status.  Members agreed that both the Clerk and her Assistant should attend the course and agreed to fund the fee of £200 per delegate.


iv.  Subscription due – £36 – for Ramblers Association due.  Members agreed this should be paid.


v.  Letter of complaint received from Mrs. Clements who had organised a meeting at the Memorial Hall on 21st October for the Tabby Point Siamese and Progressive Breeders Cat Club.  


Cllr. Clements declared that Mrs. Clements was his wife.


This was also the day of the Farmers Market and members of the public were also parking at the hall along with a group of hikers who couldn’t park in the East Lane Car Park.  The parking had caused the Cat Club problems and distress.


Cllr. Waterfield asked if parking was allowed by the forge.  Cllr. Page reported he was thinking of re-aligning the barrier to allow further parking at that point.  One member pointed out that the blue parking signs in Marford Road pointing to the Memorial Hall are the ones drivers recognise for open parking.  These signs should be removed as the Memorial Hall car park is private.  County to be approached for the removal of the signs.  (Action Clerk). 5 for 3 against.  It was noted that Place Farm area was under used.  A letter of apology to be written to Mrs. Clements.
vi.  Noted receipt of the annual report from NALC (Copy in office).

vii. Noted receipt of information from County that the yellow lines at Necton/Marford Road were down and this was to be progressed and sealed and a Public Notice would appear in the local press.

viii.  Noted the Crime Figures for St. Albans Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership letter from Cllr. Swendell.  (E-mailed to all members).  Offence/Deduction year sheet in the office.  

ix.  Noted receipt of a letter from Cllr. Swendell re Adoption of Road.  (E-mailed to all members).

x.  Noted receipt of a letter sent to Cllr. Hills from the EERA acknowledging his letter regarding gypsy sites.  (copied to all members).

xi.  Noted receipt of the Annual Report 2006/07 of the North Hertfordshire Homes.
xii.  Noted receipt of letter from St. Albans District Council informing members of the death of  Cllr. Iris Tarry and the date of her funeral.

14)
COMMITTEE REPORTS



 a) Police Liaison Committee – 15th October 2007

 The Chairman, Cllr. Turner presented the minutes which were adopted.

Cllrs. Hills & Clements had visited The Folly to observe the lighting at the (turning head) car park area.
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14) committee reports continued……

Cllr. Turner was concerned at the number of police at the meetings and wondered whether they could tactfully be told that the number be cut to allow the others to be on duty.

b) Rights of Way Committee Meeting – October 2007


The Chairman presented the minutes which were adopted.

Note – Some members had not received the e-mailed minutes and attachments.  Clerk will forward these to all members.

c)  Verbal report from Cllr. Clements of the four meetings he had attended on behalf of the Council.

2nd October – Herts Association Planning Committee – finalising responses on Travellers and Gypsy sites.
9th October –  St. Albans Association of Local & Town Councils 
15th October – Herts Association Executive.
23rd October – Highways Partnership – topics discussed speed cameras Redbourn to St. Albans Road by Prae Hotel to be 40mph.  Petition re Brewhouse Hill.  There will be road works and patching in the area.  The pedestrian crossing will go in near Aldwickbury School.

15)
ArtsKool – Cllr. Brewster reported that this event was over subscribed.  This ArtsKool will be held in the United Reform Church Hall.  The Parish Council will pay the £45 for the hire of the hall.

16)
PLANNING


5/07/2370
Hither Jacques – demolish dwelling and replace with a new property.


Members were concerned that there may be a bat population in the house.  Also it is out of keeping with the neighbouring property and it is in the Green Belt.


Cllr. Clements proposed Recommend Refusal, seconded Cllr. Begg.


Agreed.  These points to be made in the Parish Council’s response.




RECOMMEND REFUSAL


5/07/2331
1 Croftwell  - demolish house and replace with two properties.


Cllr. Stammers proposed No Objection seconded Cllr. Begg.  Agreed




NO OBJECTION
5/07/2284
1 Wick Avenue – demolition of existing & erection of 2 detached dwellings


Cllr. Clark proposed No Objection seconded Cllr. Turner.  Agreed


NO OBJECTION

5/07/2388
54 Necton Road – changing garage into a room


Cllr. Hills proposed Recommend Refusal he was concerned at parking space being taken away from this crowded road.  The vote was 3 for 3 against.  The Chairman voted against the application.


RECOMMEND REFUSAL

5/07/2372LB – 54 High Street – single storey ext. within existing courtyard and new chimney stack, replacement glazing & addition of 3 small light domes.


RECOMMEND APPROVAL
5/07/2371
54 High Street – Change of use from A1 to A3


There was concern at the lack of parking.

Cllr. Begg declared an interest as he has a business at the other end of the High 

Street, but took part in the meeting.  He would be pleased to see the building

used and go from A1 to A3.
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5/07/2371 continued……………………

Cllr. Hills proposed Recommend Refusal, there is no parking, it would be less of A1 use and there are a number of A3 outlets in the village, seconded Cllr. Clements.


Vote 5 for 5 Against.  The Chairman gave his casting vote against.




RECOMMEND REFUSAL


 
5/07/2516
Brewhouse Hill – erection of one house

Cllr. Clark did not take part in the discussion of this application as her mother –in-law 

lives behind the development and Cllr. Clark has helped write her petition against this 

application.

Cllr. Clements proposed Recommend Refusal, over development of the site, seconded Cllr. Hills.  Agreed.

RECOMMEND REFUSAL

5/07/2498 –
6 The Broadway Gustard Wood – two storey side & rear & single storey side ext.

Cllr. Hills proposed No Objection, seconded Cllr. Turner.  Agreed.


NO OBJECTION

Cllr. Clark read an e-mail from the Tennis Club in which it informed the Parish Council that the Club will be making an application to planning for the flood lights to be extended to 10pm.

17)
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The following accounts were passed for payment.  (See separate sheet).
18)
CHAIRMANS SPECIAL BUSINESS
Hilldyke Centre – At the present time the District Council is waiting to hear what the Trustees are going to do.

It was agreed that Sherry Roberts should be asked to attend a Parish Council meeting and talk about the Lamer Fields Children’s Centre.
19)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
a)  Details of how organisations can apply for lottery funding are to be forwarded to the Clerk.  Cllr. Brewster would be interested in attending a proposed meeting in St. Albans.  No date or time has been arranged yet.

b)  Marford Road Crossing – Cllr. Clements reported that there is another way money might go for this crossing – Section 106 from Butterfield Road School site.  He asked if members wanted another survey – Vote 6 in favour 1 against.

