WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Playing Fields Committee

23rd October 2007

Present:
Cllrs. D. Hills (Chairman), I. Begg, N. Page, S. Walford, & A. Waterfield and K. Stammers with apologies for late arrival, with Simon Wright & Kevin Buckley.

Apologies for Absence:
Cllr. Hobden (holiday)

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

The meeting began with a report from Simon Wright & Kevin Buckley (Chairman & Vice 

Chairman respectively of the Wanderers Football Club) on ideas the Club has for its future 

being.

Simon & Kevin thanked the committee for allowing them to talk to members.

The Club would like to build a single storey club house at the Butterfield Road site next to 

the car park.  The building would have changing rooms, toilets, kitchen and a club room 

(60 x 75 sq ft).  Other clubs of their size do have these facilities – without which the 
Wanderers (who have approx. 300 players) would not be able to achieve “Charter Status”.
At the moment the Club is aiming for the Best Practice which is driven by the F. A.  The 

Wanderers has 22 teams and is growing very quickly.  They are aiming for Charter Status.  

All the coaches are proficient to a certain level.  The Club aims are to play games with a 

sense of fair play.

Wanderers is on a new web site on which parents and children can read all about the club.  It 

will enable viewers to understand what the Club is all about.
The Club wants to see a sense of community.

All their managers are CRB checked.  There is an also interview process.

In answers to questions from members Simon and Kevin reported that each player pays £100

for the year.  The Club provides the kit, coaching and use of the Herts Sports Village at 

Hatfield.  They have spent £8,000 on equipment.  (Harpenden Colts organises events to raise 

money for funds.  They are double the size of the Wheathampstead Wanderers).

If the new club house was built, the kitchen would be used for after match teas and the club 

room for meetings.  The building could be hired out when not in use by the Club.
The Club would like the Parish Council’s blessing on this project.  They would also like to be 

involved in working more with the local schools.  The Club wants to ensure the under 6s can 

gain access to it.  More than half the members live in the village.

In answer as to why the Club couldn’t have a long lease Cllr. Hills stated that he had been 

advised by the County against granting long leases.
Cllr Waterfield – the committee is looking forward to seeing the plans for the building at 

Butterfield Road, seconded Cllr. Page.

1)         Football Club Report – a)  Cllr. Hills reported that Clubs now seem to be playing 12

months of the year which makes pitch repairs difficult.  Wanderers plays from

September to May.

b)  Only one senior team is playing this season at Marford.  (Sunday morning).

2)
Development Centre – We await to see who’s tender has been accepted.
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3)
Junior Play Equipment – Marford Playing Fields – Members wish to see a plan and what works are to be undertaken when money becomes available.  A copy of the quotation is also required.


Cllr. Waterfield suggested that the Parish Council’s play areas are photographed and displayed on the Sunday Village Plan day.  Residents could then suggest what they would like to see on the sites.

4)
Fernery Update – It appears that the concept of a fencing is dead.  Cllr. Page proposed that the Parish Council goes ahead with extending the Lease to cover the tree area so that it could control the land, seconded I. Begg.  Agreed.


The Parish Council can not extend the lease it is up to the Diocesan Board to include the tree area in the new lease.


The Diocesan Board currently has a new lease with their solicitors.

5)
Any Other Business – It was stated that the subject of “tennis Club rent” was not included on the Agenda as we were instructed by the Parish Council to approach Humberts who had experience in this field, we are awaiting their decision.


Cllr. Page then proceeded to hand round a paper titled “Lease Assessment and Club Proposal”.  The Chairman was angry and stated that no permission had been sought from either the Clerk of the Committee Chairman.


Cllr. Page then stated that he was representing the Tennis Club.

The Chairman stated that no member of the Council had been appointed to represent the Tennis Club on the Playing Fields Committee, or any other committee.

Cllr. Page continued speaking on proposed changes to the Tennis Club rent.

The Chairman asked that the ‘Members Interest Book’ should be signed by Cllr Page, this order was ignored. 
6)
Budget Meeting – 6th December 2007.
