WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 27th September 2007 at the Memorial Hall, Marford Road.

Present:
Cllrs. K. Stammers (Chairman), G. Clark, J. Turner, N. D. Clements, 

J. Burgess, A. Waterfield, D. Hills, S. Walford, A. Brewster, 

L. Hobden, N. Page & I. Begg (7.32pm)

In Attendance:
In the absence of The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green (holiday) the minutes of this meeting were taken by Mrs. Irene Casper.
Declarations of Interest – These will be taken as they arise.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – The minutes had been circulated and were taken as read.  

There was one correction item 15 xvi  - remove the words ‘Cllr. Hills’ insert ‘It was’.

The minutes were then adopted and signed by the Chairman.

The Chairman began the meeting by proposing that to speed up Matters Arising items that he and the Clerk considered Closed would be marked with a ‘C’ on the circulated minutes.  Any member would be able to keep an item open if they so wished.  AGREED.

MATTERS ARISING

1)

Nomansland – The St. Albans District Council in partnership with The South Herts

Common Grazing Group have arranged a visit to Epping Forest to see reintroduction of grazing - on 31stOctober 2007.  Cllrs. Hills and Walford are already booked on this visit.  Cllrs. Turner and Page wish to attend.  Action Mrs. Casper to book places.

2)

Standing Orders – On going.

3)

Heath Cottage – On going.

4)

Green Policy – On going.

5)

Meads Area – Underground Electricity Cables – A meeting had taken place between Councillors and Paul Reed (EDF) and Nigel Monument (Freedom). (Notes attached).



Cllr. Brewster was anxious about timescale and monitoring.



Cllr. Page proposed this item went to the Rights of Way and Commons Committee.



Cllr. Walford proposed the item be left before the full Parish Council, seconded Cllr. Hobden.  Agreed.



Thank you letter for attending meeting to go to EDF.  Action Clerk
6)

Sandbags – 20 filled sandbags are ready for collection at St. Leonards Road.  They will be stored at the Fire Station.  Action – collection Cllrs. Hills & Watefield.

7)

Towards Better Transport in Hertfordshire Progress Report 2006/07 – Cllr. Clements had read the document and advised all members of the Highways and Public Transport Committee and Cllr. Hobden as Chairman of the Village Plan Committee to read it. (Booklet in office). 


Cllr. Clements had attended the Harpenden Transport Forum meeting and will circulate the traffic figures produced to members.

8)

 E-mails from Cllr Oxley to the Clerk –  No action at the moment.  AGREED.  
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9)         Scout AGM – The Chairman thanked members for a good attendance at the AGM.
10)
East of England Regional Assembly Consultation – Cllr. Clements had sent in a report.

11)
Hertfordshire Care Trust – Cllr. Stammers had attended two meetings organised by the  H.C.T.  
12)
Electricity Failure


EDF had been invited to speak attend a Parish Council meeting. Simon Rowe (EDF) will be attending next month.  Meeting to start at 7.30pm with EDF first item on the agenda.

13)
Gate – 33 Marford Road – A letter had been received from the owners of 33 Marford Road requesting a meeting with the Council.


Cllr. Turner proposed, “The Council respond with a letter informing the owners -This matter is being dealt with by the Council’s solicitors.  The owners should comply with conditions put to them”, seconded Cllr. Hills.  AGREED  (Action – Clerk).


Cllr. Turners proposed, “ The Clerk write  a strong letter to the senior partner at the solicitors – the Parish Council is not satisfied with the quality of the work it is receiving, seconded Cllr. Burgess.  AGREED.  (Action Clerk to write letter Cllr. Turner to approve).
14)
Staff Chairs – The Council considered the needs of the staff in respect of chairs and desking.  It was agreed that appropriate replacements be purchased through County Supplies.

15)
Tennis Club Rent – On going. (Action Clerk).

16)
CORRESPONDENCE

i.  Members agreed to renew the annual subscription for the CPRE, £27.

ii. Members agreed to renew the annual subscription for the Open Spaces Society, £30.
iii. St. Albans District Council – Draft Carbon Management Strategy for St. Albans City & District.  Cllr. Begg had commented on this draft.  Cllr. Begg’s comments to be circulated to all members.  Response to St. A.D.C. by 15th October 2007.


The Chairman thanked Cllr. Begg.

iv. Defra would like nominations from the rural sector for inclusion in the Birthday Honours 2008 round.  Members had no nominations.
v.  CMS requested payment towards the cost of insurance for the sheep which will be at the Development Centre - £52.50.  AGREED.

vi.  North Herts District Council – Local Development Framework Core Strategy & Development Policies Preferred Options Consultation.  Cllr. Clements had attended an exhibition and reported that it will not affect the Parish.

vii. Noted HAPTC – Making Heritage Sustainable, Thursday 1st November, (part of the English Heritages HELM programme for the East of England).  E-mailed to all members.  No one wished to attend.
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16) Correspondence continued……..

viii. Noted South Bedfordshire District Council – Luton & South Bedfordshire’s Local Development Framework – Consultation Period 8th Sept – 19th Oct. (E-mailed to all members).

ix.  Noted receipt of a letter from St. Albans District Council in reply to one sent by the Clerk regarding dog bin at Nomansland Common.  This will be emptied on a regular basis.  (E-mailed to all members).


x. Noted that speed restrictions will be imposed on the B653 Lower Luton Road Harpenden (40mph) on the stretch beyond Bower Heath Lane to Hyde Farm.  (E-mailed to all members).

xi. Noted that the King George’s Field has been removed from the Central Register of Charities.  This land is now in the dedicated land for perpetuity with the National Playing Fields Association and as such is protected under a Trust.
xii. Noted HAPTC – Invitation to “Making Roads Work”, 27th September Emmanuel College, Cambridge.  (E-mailed to all members).

xiii. Noted thank you letter from the Wheathampstead Welfare Group.

xiv. Noted presentation of “2012 Olympics and Paralympics Games”, 8th October 2007 11am St. Albans District Council, Council Chamber.  (E-mailed to all members).  Cllr. Brewster will attend.
xv.  Noted copy letter from Cllr. Swendell to Rt. Hon. Jacqui Smith MP regarding ‘Policing, Drugs and Law and Order.  (E-mailed to all members).

xvi. Noted receipt from Herts County Council on Harpenden Primary Review.  (Details e-mailed to all members).  Cllr. Turner has read this Review.  Meeting at Sir John Lawes School on 1st October 7pm.

xvii. Noted receipt from St. Albans District Council of the Review of Parliamentary Polling Districts and Polling Places in the City & District of St. Albans.  (Details e-mailed to all member).  No changes have been proposed for the existing arrangements at Wheathampstead.

xviii. Noted copies of e-mails from Cllr. Oxley regarding accident on 18th September.  (E-mailed to all members).

xix.  St. Albans District Council – Member Training – “Basics in Planning for Councillors” – Tuesday 2 October 2007 at 7.00-9.00pm in the Council Chamber.  E-mailed to all members.  Cllrs. Brewster, Turner & Stammers wish to attend.  Action Mrs. Casper.

xx.  Noted e-mail from Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council re Parish Council Meeting Availability.  Is anyone free to attend on dates given? (Forwarded to all members).  No one wished to attend.

xxi.  Noted letter from Senior Planning Enforcement Officer, St. Albans District Council re The Old Rectory Building, Moat Factory Site.  (E-mailed to all members).
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16) correspondence continued……….

xxii. Noted letter from Turner & Debenhams re Rainbow Nursery School.  (E-mailed to all members).

xxiii. Noted e-mail from Jo Merritt (PCSO) re Folly Fields Car Park.  Forwarded to all members.  Cllr. Hills proposed this item be passed to the Police Liaison Committee.  Agreed.
xxiii. Noted receipt of Minor Electrical Installations Works Certificates (BS 7671) from Deeks Electrical Contractors Ltd.  (In P. C. office).

xxiv.  Noted receipt from Turner & Debenhams of letter re Rent Review, The Doctors’ Surgery, Marford Road with the Leases for the Surgery and Car Parking Licence, Rent Memorandum – duly signed by the tenant, and the firm’s charges. (In P.C. office)
17)
PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME
PCSO Jo Merritt spoke to members on matters mentioned in her e-mail and Wheathampstead in general.

18)
COMMITTEE REPORTS

a) Memorial Hall Committee – 3rd September 2007

The Chairman presented the minutes.

Item 1.   Structural Engineers Report -  Fee proposed 6% of total cost.
After discussion Cllr. Turner proposed the Council accepts the committee recommendation.  AGREED. 
Item 3.  Hot Water Boiler – Cllr. Stammers proposed the acceptance of the recommendation of the committee to purchase automatic fill boilers.  AGREED.

Item 7.  Door Locking – Cllr. Stammers reported that door locks were changed today.  A single key opens external/internal doors.  

Item 9.  Door /Slope at West entrance – Cllr. Stammers proposed acceptance of the committees recommendation that the work go to M. J. Taylor King.  AGREED.

Cllr. Brewster thanked Cllr. Hobden for attending the meeting in her absence.

The minutes were adopted and signed by the Chairman.


b) Fact Finding Meeting at The Meads – 11th September 2007


The Chairman presented the minutes, 

One correction, second paragraph change ‘pulls’  to ‘poles’.  

The minutes were adopted and signed by the Chairman.

c) Planning Committee – 17th September 2007

The minutes were presented by the Chairman.

Item – last paragraph – the windows will be before the Council tonight.

The minutes were adopted and signed by the Chairman.

d) Allotments Committee – 20th September 2007

The minutes were presented by the Chairman.

One correction item 5 competition winners - alter ‘Mrs. Palmer’ to ‘Mr. Rundle’.

Cllr. Waterfield proposed that the allotments should be advertised in the ‘Pump’.

AGREED.  Action Allotments Committee to communicate with Pump Committee.

The minutes were adopted and signed by the Chairman.
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18) Committee Reports continued………

e) Village Plan Committee – 25th September 2007
The minutes were presented by the Chairman.
Item 2 –  Help on the day – Cllrs. Turner, Clements, Stammers and Walford.

Item 2 – Refreshments – Cllr Hobden proposed that the Council approve funding of £100 for refreshments.  AGREED.

The minutes were adopted and signed by the Chairman.

Verbal Report on Outside Committee


Cllr. Clements had attended:


Meeting of Local Hospital Trust

Meeting of Luton Airport Committee – reported a general increase of air traffic of 5% in last year.

St. Albans District Council Standards Committee.

19)
Memorial Hall Toilets – Referred to Memorial Hall Management Committee.

20)
PLANNING


5/07/2168
24 Bury Green  - single storey & two storey rear extensions

Cllr. Clements proposed – overdevelopment not in keeping with street scene.


Seconded Cllr. Turner.


Vote FOR 3 Against 4 the proposal was lost.


Cllr. Clark proposed No Objection, seconded Cllr. Begg.

Vote FOR 6  AGREED.




NO OBJECTION


5/07/2219
21b High Street – Replacement windows


Cllr. Clements proposed
RECOMMEND APPROVAL


Seconded Cllr. Brewster
AGREED.


5/07/2312
13 Dawes Lane – extension to existing rear conservatory




NO OBJECTION


5/07/1966CA
Cherry Trees, Mackerye End – Demolition of existing side & rear ext.


NO OBJECTION

21)
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

The following accounts were passed for payment.  (See separate sheet).

Cllr. Stammers reported that the bank had mislaid the Parish Council’s mandate.  Councillors had now re-signed the mandate at the bank.

22)
CHAIRMAN’S SPECIAL BUSINESS
a)  Christmas Dinner –  Members Agreed that Cllr. Waterfield enquire at Mid Herts Golf Club for availability and Cllr. Walford to enquire at  La Moulin for availability/numbers.

b)  Christmas Lights – Switch on will be on Tuesday 27th November.

c)  Remembrance Service Sunday November 11th – Process as usual. Gather at 10.15am, move off at 10.30am.  Action Clerk to notify police.

23)
Village Post Office – Cllr. Clements reported that the computer is down.

Members commented on the poor colour (pink) of the post box.  Action Clerk to write to Post Office Headquarters.
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24)
A successful meeting had taken place with David Lloyd (HCC).

Cllr. Turner informed members that Primary School Head Teachers are not involved with Secondary School Transfer Admission Appeals.
25)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Cllr. Turner has been approached by members of the public enquiring to what extent the produce at the Markets is produced locally/by themselves. 

Cllr. Begg (a member of the Farmers Market Steering Group)  informed members that the Market follows guidelines set by FARMA. (Note: This organisation  runs the Farmers Markets Certificate Scheme).
The meeting closed at 9.54pm.

