WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 30th August 2007 at the Memorial Hall, Marford Road.

Present:
Cllrs. K. Stammers (Chairman), I. Begg, G. Clark, N.D.Clements, D. Hills, 

L. Hobden, J. Turner, S. Walford & A. Waterfield
Apologies for Absence:
Cllr. Burgess (working in Holland)

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

Declarations of Interest – These would be taken as they occurred.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
These had been circulated and read and the following amendments made:-


Item 5, 6th line, after “Questionnaire” add “on behalf of the Council”


Item 9, add the word notice “investing in your health” after consultation

Item 11, line 5 change ‘mole’  to ‘CCTV camera’.


Item 15, add Cllr. Hobden to list of committees

Item 16 i)  2nd line alter the word ‘one’ to ‘two’ and passed to Rights of Way Committee

Item 22 c) ‘Kingfisher Close’ should read ‘King Edward Place’

MATTERS ARISING

1)
Nomansland – No reply to Parish Council letter.  Clerk to write again asking for an acknowledgement of the Councils’ comments.
A leaflet was given to all members giving information regarding grazing cattle on the Common.  It was pointed out that this was enticing people to act illegally.

2)
Standing Orders – These will be discussed by the members wishing to alter/revise them in March.

3)
Heath Cottage – This is on going.

4)
Green Policy – This is on going.

5)
Scott Wilson Report on Travellers Sites – This has now dropped down a scale and we await the East of England Survey.  County, District and the Parishes have all objected.  We now wait to see what the District Council will put in its plan.

6)
Meads Area – Letter from Freedom requesting details of the ownership of land boarding the Meads (the bridleway).  It was agreed that a meeting be arranged between EDF/Freedom and Councillors.  (Action Clerk).

7)
Rates for Tennis Courts – Confirmation received that rates are not due for this area and a rebate will be paid for the amount paid.

8)
Rainbow Nursery School – The new 5 year rent of £35,000 has now been agreed.


Cllr. Page proposed that the Parish Council does not withhold permission for the extension which had been passed by the District Council, seconded Cllr. Turner.  Vote in Favour 5 Against 2.  CARRIED.  The Parish Council’s agent and solicitor have the matter in hand.  The lease period is to remain 25 years and not increased to 50 as requested by the Nursery.
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9)
HAPTC (Hertfordshire Association of Parish & Town Councils) – The Public Consultancy Health notice had gone out to members.  Cllr. Clark and Turner wanted to know what HAPTC stood for and wanted this in full.  Hertfordshire Association of Parish and Town Councils.  The organisation is known as HAPTC.

10)
Street Cleaning – Cllr. Begg will pursue as a private individual.
11)
Marford Road Speed Check – It was pointed out that the Parish Council has no control over when the speed trapping takes place.

12)
Sandbags – Cllr. Hills reported there will be a supply of 20 sandbags in the Forge.  Cllr. Page asked that the Scouts be informed as they lease part of the building.  It was agreed another place should be found for the storing of the sandbags.  The fire brigade to be approached to see if there is room in the fire station area.

13)
St. Albans District Council – Core Strategy Plan – Cllrs. Clark and Clements have put together a response to the plan on behalf of the Parish Council.  This had been circulated to all members and there being no adverse comments, it was agreed this should be submitted.  The Chairman thanked Cllrs. Clark and Clements.

14)
Holiday Play Scheme in Memorial Hall – The Chairman asked that thanks be recorded to Cllrs. Hobden and Brewster and Michelle (Hilldyke Community Centre) for all their hard work in promoting and running the play scheme.  It had been a big success.
15)
CORRESPONDENCE

i)  Noted receipt from HCC of the proposed waiting restrictions by Beech Hyde School – Safer Routes to School.  This had been e-mailed to all members and there were no comments.


ii)  Noted details from 3 Valleys Water of a discussion forum with stakeholders at the Cheshunt Marriott Hotel 27th September 6.30 – 9pm.  Also at the Elstree Corus Hotel 3rd October 6.30 – 8pm.  This had been e-mailed to all members.


iii)  Noted receipt of a letter from St. Albans District Council regarding a Tree Warden Scheme.  (This had been e-mailed to all members).  Cllr. Page has agreed to be the Tree Warden for Wheathampstead.


iv)  Noted that the Society of Local Council Clerks Regional One Day Conference is on 27th September 10am – 3.45 pm at Mundford near Thetford.  (Details e-mailed to all members).  No one was free to attend.

v)  Noted receipt from HCC of the ‘Towards Better Transport in Hertfordshire 2006/07 Progress Report’.  (Letter had been e-mailed to all members – booklet in the office).  Cllr. Clements asked to read the booklet.


vi)  Noted that the NALC Conference will be held at Borehamwood on 5th – 7th October.  Cllr. Clements will attend.


vii)  Noted that Cllr. Oxley has sent a number of e-mails to the Clerk requesting details of correspondence between the Parish Council and HCC on Blackbridge which has been provided.  Cllr. Turner proposed that the Chairman takes the e-mails to Mr. Lovelady at St. Albans District Council for advice, seconded Cllr. Hills.  Vote in Favour 8.  AGREED
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15) correspondence continued………..

viii)  Noted a letter of thanks from Fiona Haynes to Cllrs. Brewster and Hobden for all the work they did in laying on the activities at the Memorial Hall.  (e-mailed to all members).

ix)  Noted a letter from Wheathampstead Scouts inviting members to their AGM on 18th September 7.30pm at the Scout Hut.  (E-mailed to all members).

Cllrs. Begg, Brewster, Hobden and Stammers will attend.

x)  Noted a letter from Cllr. Swendell (St. Albans District Council) on Refuse Collection & Recycling.  (E-mailed to all members).  Cllr. Begg declared an interest but was not asked to sign the book.

xi)  Noted details from North Herts Homes of AGM on 12th September, 7pm at Tewin Bury Farm.

xii)  Noted photographs from Cllr. Brewster of play scheme at Memorial Hall.

xiii)  Noted letter from HCC of its recently published Year One Update.  (E-mailed to all members).  Details were passed to Cllr. Clements.

xiv)  Noted an e-mail from HAPTC (Hertfordshire Association of Parish and Town Councils) informing parishes that they have sent a response to the East of England Regional Assembly Consultation.  (E-mailed to all members).

xv)  Noted details of the PPI Forum Panel, Thursday 6th September at the Memorial Hall 10am – 4.15pm.  (E-mailed to all members).  This is not open to the general public.

xvi)  Noted a letter from Mr. Holden regarding the Old Helmets Site and the reply from Cllr. Oxley.  (E-mailed to all members).

It was proposed that this Parish Council writes to the District Council to ask the Enforcement Officer to look at the situation, seconded Cllr. Turner.  AGREED.

Letter to also go to Stuart Walmsley to ask what standard the roadway is at the section from the High Street to King Edward Place.  Is it made up to County Standard?

xvii)  Noted details from St. Albans District Council of the First Annual Community Conference 14h September.  It will be a Rothamstead Research Centre 12.30 – 4.30pm.  (E-mailed to all members)  Cllr. Clements serves on this body.

xviii)  Noted a letter from a Harpenden resident complaining that his car had been wheel clamped whilst visiting the last Farmers Market.  He had been parked in the car park at T & B.  (E-mailed to all members).  Letter of apology to be sent from the Council.  (The Farmers Market Steering Group has also sent a letter of apology).

xix)  Noted feedback from Cllr. Hobden from the Children’s Summer Holiday Activities.  (Copied to all members).  

xx)  Noted receipt from HALCROW Group of the Luton & South Bedfordshire Local Development Framework, Houghton Regis Town Centre Masterplan – Consultation Draft.  Consultation Period 8th Sept – 19th Oct 2007.  Further details in the Parish Council office.

- 4 -
15) correspondence continued………………….

xxi)  Noted receipt of a letter from Cllr. Swendell and his reply to the Hertfordshire Primary Care Trust relating to “National Health Services Investing in Your Health – Delivering Quality Health Care for Hertfordshire”.
xxii)  Noted receipt of the CPRE Herts Society Year Book 2007 and the Fieldwork Magazine.  (Both available from the office).

16)
COMMITTEE REPORTS

a)  Highways & Public transport Committee 31st July 2007


The minutes were presented by the Chairman and adopted.

Verbal report from Cllr. Clements.  He had attended one meeting during the month with the local County Highways Engineer.

b) Plans Meeting – 6th August
The minutes were presented by the Chairman and adopted.

Cllr. Clark informed members that the plan for No. 1 Wick Avenue had been called in by Cllr. Shardlow.  Cllr. Stammers asked who would be attending the Plans North meeting.  It will be Cllr. Clark.

c) Pump meeting – 6th August
The Chairman presented the minutes which were adopted.

d) Village Plan Meeting – 28th August
Cllr. Hobden asked that the Parish Council approved the Group as a Parish Council Committee, seconded Cllr. Begg.

General discussion then followed.

Cllr Clements stated that the Clerk should attend the meetings and take minutes but the committee members should do the work.  It was pointed out that if non councillors are on the committee only councillors can make financial decisions. Put to the Vote.  Those in favour of the Group becoming a Parish Council Committee 7 – 2 Against.  CARRIED.

(Minutes of the Village Plan Group’s first meeting had been placed on the table).

17)
Electricity Failure


Once again the village had suffered a severe power failure on 14th August.

Cllr. Begg declared a pecuniary interest as his shop was affected by the failure and signed the book.
This power failure lasted just over 17 hours for the centre of the village which, besides affecting High Street traders also brought inconvenience to the elderly residents in the old peoples flats in East Lane.

The Parish Council had received copies of letters of complaint sent by two local residents to the Chief Executive of EDF Energy.

Cllr. Turner proposed that the Parish Council writes to EDF Energy expressing the Parish Council’s concern at the breakdown and asking what are the long term prospects, seconded Cllr. Hobden.  AGREED.

18)
PLANNING

5/07/2046
12 Long Buftlers – extension




NO OBJECTION

- 5 -

18) planning continued………


5/07/2022
37 Wick Avenue – (re-application) – extension




NO OBJECTION


5/07/2018
Eight Acres, Mackerye End – replacing bay and porch, extension




NO OBJECTION


5/07/1842
Bridehall Cottages – demolition of buildings and building one house


Cllr. Stammers proposed Recommend Refusal, seconded Cllr. Turner.  Agreed




RECOMMEND REFUSAL





Out of character with this unique Green Belt location.


5/07/1909
69 Brewhouse Hill




Decision to be as this Council said last time.

Cllr. Clements declared an interest as he lives two houses away.




RECOMMEND REFUSAL


5/07/1848
Homestead, Lamer Lane, Lower Gustard Wood

Cllr. Hills proposed Recommend Refusal, over development in this Conservation Area, seconded Cllr. Turner.  Vote 7 in favour.  Agreed.



RECOMMEND REFUSAL

19)
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

The following accounts were presented for payment.  (See separate sheet).

20)
CHAIRMAN’S SPECIAL BUSINESS


a)  Whilst the Clerk is away Mrs. Casper will take minutes at meetings.
b)  Cllr. Stammers drew members attention to the article in the Local Council Review “Decision Time for Parishes”.

Note – The Clerk noted that new members were not receiving this magazine.  She will inform HALC of this situation.

c)  Gate leading from No. 33 Marford Road onto Parish Council land leased by The Surgery.  This has been installed by the owner with no consultation with either the Practice or the Parish Council.

Cllr. Turner proposed “That the Parish Councils solicitor be instructed to be as forceful as necessary to expedite the removal of the steps and gate and the re-instatement of the fence”, seconded Cllr. Page.

Vote in Favour 6 – Against 0.  CARRIED.

21)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Cllr. Turner reported that both the staff chairs in the Parish Council office appear unsatisfactory from a Health & Safety point of view.  Cllr. Turner proposed that expert advice and a quotation be sought from a competent seat person.  (Details can be obtained from the James Marshall Foundation).  Seconded Cllr. Hills. AGREED.

22)
TENNIS CLUB RENT

S.O. 66  In view of the special nature of the business about to take place is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to leave.
On re-admission of the press and public

The Parish Council is still awaiting to hear from NALC.  Cllr. Turner proposed that the Clerk should seek advice from Humberts, seconded Cllr. Hills AGREED.
The meeting closed at 10.20pm.

