WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Thursday, 26th July 2007 at the Memorial Hall, Marford Road.

Present:
Cllrs. K. Stammers (Chairman), I. Begg, A. Brewster, G. Clark, N. D. Clements, D. Hills, L. Hobden, N. Page, S. Walford, A. Waterfield

Apologies for Absence:
Cllrs. Burgess (working in Holland) & J. Turner (holiday)

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

Declarations of Interest – These would be taken as they occurred.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – These had been circulated and 

read.  Cllr. Hobden had sent apologies so where voting took place the numbers would be 

incorrect.
Item 12g outside meetings, line 13 this should read 8500 not 500.

MATTERS ARISING
1)         Nomansland – Cllr. Page proposed “that Wheathampstead Parish Council will not 

support any proposal to enclose and graze that part of Nomansland in its ownership”, 

seconded Cllr. Hobden.  Cllr. Clements proposed an amendment, which Cllr. Page 

agreed “that the Parish Council cannot support the proposal to enclose any part of 

Nomansland Common.  It is in breech of item 4 (The Council shall maintain the 
common free from all encroachments and shall not permit any trespass on or partial or other

enclosure of any part thereof) of the scheme relating to Nomansland Common”.  
Item 5 of the St. Albans Rural District Councils Scheme relating to Nomansland Common had been drawn to member’s attention.  “The inhabitants of the district and neighbourhood shall have a right of free access to every part of the common and a privilege of playing games and of enjoying other species of recreation thereon subject to any bye-laws made by the Council under this scheme”.
Vote in Favour of the proposal 6 against 0.

2)
Standing Orders – These will be dealt with in about 9 months time.

3)
Heath Cottage – This is on-going.

4)
Green Policy – This is on-going.
5)
Scott Wilson Report – consultation is still going on, and this can be read on the web 

site.  When the period is over we will see how the District Council will react to it.  Any comments must go to ERA by 31st this month.  There is a questionnaire which can be filled in on-line.  It is important for as many people to answer as possible.    In Hertsmere about 500 responses have been put in.  Cllr. Clements had sent in a completed questionnaire on behalf of the Council, HAPTC have also replied.  ERA was meeting a HAPTC representative yesterday.

Clerk to enquire what other Parish Council’s have done.  A reply to Mr Spurgeon should include copies of Parish Council correspondence.  Everyone should be encouraged to respond.

6)
Meads Area – Nothing further to report due to holidays.

7)
Rates for Tennis Courts and Pavilion – Clerk is seeking a reduction or cancellation.
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8)
Nursery School Rent – This is on-going.

9)         HAPTC – The public consultation will go out within the next two days.  (NHS 

Investing in Your Health)
10)        Noticeboards – Mr. Scutt to be asked to add an extra sheet of material to the boards.  

(Material in the Forge).
11)
Street Cleaning – Cllr. Begg declared an interest.  The Chairman proposed that he stay at the meeting and report on the situation.  Agreed pictures of debris left behind after the High Street had been cleaned were.  His complaint – as a private individual – has now gone to the Ombudsman.  Members were pleased that the High Street was being monitored, and will keep a watching brief.  Cllr. Clements reported that ’a mole’ (CCTV camera) had been looking at the condition of the drains in the High Street.
12)
Farmers Market – The Farmers Market Committee had requested use of the round tables and chairs on market day in the grounds of the W. I.

Cllr. Begg declared a pecuniary interest and signed the book.

Cllr. Hobden declared an interest and Cllr. Clark reported she was the Parish Council’s 

representative on the committee.


Cllr. Page proposed that the Farmers Market can use the tables and chairs during this trial period.  Any damage or misuse they must replace, seconded Cllr. Hobden.  AGREED.

13)
Marford Road – Speeding – The police report which was done a few months ago is available from the Clerk.  A speed check was carried out on a recent Sunday afternoon.
14)
Sandbags – Cllr. Hills now has the key for a garage in Sandridge where the District Council keeps sandbags.  He will check whether the bags are filled.  Clerk to enquire whether there is a co-ordination group if flooding occurs.

15)
Village Plan – Cllr. Begg proposed that a terms of reference for a Village Plan must be put together.  A sub committee must be set up to develop the Plan, seconded Cllr. Hills.


Cllr. Stammers has copies of Village Plans from local areas.  Cllr. Clements would like to be on the committee.  Non councillors can also be on the committee.  The Chairman to be elected by the group.  AGREED.


Those wishing to be on the committee – Cllrs. Hills, Page, Brewster, Begg, Waterfield & Clements.

16)
CORRESPONDENCE
a)   St. Albans District Council – Core Strategy Development Plan Document Issues and Options Consultation – July/Sept 2007.  Views welcome.  Clerk has details in the office.

b) HAPTC autumn Training Programme – had been circulated to all members.  No one wished to attend.

c) Request for financial funding from Vitalise.  This group helps the well being of disabled people their carers and families (circulated to all members).  Members did not wish to become involved as the Parish Council supports only local organisation.
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16) correspondence continued…………..

d) Letter from the Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital asking if anyone would like to be involved in its future as a Foundation Trust.  (Circulated to all members).  Copies of the consultation document are in the Parish Council office.

e) Noted a letter of complaint from Alison Waller regarding the proposed fencing of Nomansland Common to allow cattle to graze.  Clerk to reply explaining the Parish Council is against the proposal and inform her of the decision taken at the beginning of this meeting.

f)   Request from Jay’s Circus to come on to Marford Playing Fields during week 
      commencing 17th September.  (Circulated to all members).  It was agreed to allow 

      the circus but a letter must be sent insisting the field is left as they found it and 

      any damage must be repaired.

g)   The annual subscription for the CDA £7 is due.  Members agreed this be paid.

h) Details of a seminar ‘Paths in Parishes for People’.  6th October at the Radlett Centre 10 – 2pm.

i)    Letter from Mrs. Nelson enquired whether any of the rubbish at East Meads was 

       re-cycled.  This would be assessed.  All litter is placed in the two bins.
       Passed to Rights of Way Committee.
i) Letter from Mr. Spurgeon asked what the Parish Council’s response had been to 

the Gypsy/Traveller Site Consultation.  Clerk to reply.

j) Request for a Duck Race from the Mill Quay through to the Meads on 23rd 

September in aid of Home Start St. Albans and District.  Agreed.

k) Noted a letter from Cllr. Swendell relating to the NHS – Delivering Quality 

Health Care in Hertfordshire and his responses.

l) Noted receipt of the Gypsies and Travellers (Hertfordshire) Commons Debate on 

20th June 2007 Hansard Report.  This had been circulated to Cllrs. Page & Begg.

m) Noted a letter of thanks from Mr. & Mrs. Risley for Village Day.

n)   Noted receipt of our reply to Go East on the East of England Plan proposed 

     Changes Consultant.

o) Noted a letter of thanks from Mrs. Nelson for allowing the ‘Blitzers’ to have 

recycling boxes on the field for cans and bottles on Village Day.

p) Noted that the Luton Strategy development Plan document – East of Luton Plan – 

is in the office.

17)
COMMITTEE REPORTS

a)  Village Day Minutes – 2nd July 2007

These minutes were presented by Cllr. Stammers and accepted.  It was agreed the day had been very successful.  A new committee was elected for 2008 – Cllrs. Hobden, Brewster, Watefield & Clements.  Cllr. Waterfield was proposed as Chairman, seconded Cllr. Brewster and AGREED.

It was agreed to see if Peter Barnes wished to remain on this committee.  A date for the post mortem must be arranged.
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17) continued……………

b) Memorial Hall Management Committee – 3rd July 2007

The Chairman presented the notes of this meeting which were accepted.

Members agreed to accept the one quotation for  electrical works from the company which had carried out the work of finding out where all the cables and sockets connected etc.  Cllr. Brewster had not received the e-mail notifying her of the meeting.

Members were reminded that they may nominate another non committee councillor to represent them at a committee meeting and this allows them to vote.

Cllr. Hobden will represent Cllr. Brewster at the Memorial Hall committee meeting.
c) Playing Fields Committee – 12th July 2007

The Committee Chairman asked for the exclusion of the press & public 
Cllr. Clements proposed that these minutes be taken at the end of the meeting, seconded Cllr. Page.  AGREED.
d) Plans Committee – 17th July 2007

The Chairman of the Committee presented the minutes which were accepted.

A picture of the Vale Garage site proposal is now in.

Verbal report from Cllr. Clements
He had attended three meetings during the month.

11th July HAPTC executive where he was appointed Vice Chairman of Plans.  He is also the representative to LLACC (Luton Airport).

17th July St. Albans ALC where he was appointed Vice Chairman and also representative to Highways Partnership Panel, The Standards Board and Local Strategic Partnership.

18)
CODE OF CONDUCT

Members had had the new 2007 Code of Conduct sent to them.  It was agreed that this Parish Council should adopt the Code in its entirety and the Chairman and Clerk duly signed the Code as set out herewith.  This was sent to the legal officer at St. Albans District Council.

Dear Mr. Lovelady,

Adoption of Code of Conduct Order 2007

Herewith is the adoption notice of the Model Code of Conduct Order 2007, which was adopted by the Wheathampstead Parish Council at its meeting on Thursday 26th July.

A copy of this order is now on the Parish Council noticeboard outside Wheathampstead Memorial Hall and also in the Parish Council office.

19)
APPROVAL OF AUDIT
The Clerk presented the financial papers which had been approved by the Internal Auditor and which now go to the National Auditor in London.  The income and expenditure sheets were also presented.  These were passed by members.  Cllr. Begg asked for an explanation of the variances.  Clerk will provide him with these details.

20)
PLANNING

5/07/1713
1 Ayres End Cottages – converting detached garage into a habitable 
room and single storey rear ext.

NO OBJECTION

5/07/1422
Vale Garage – concern over exiting on to Lower Luton Road.




This should go to the Highways Committee.
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21)
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

The following accounts were passed for payment.  See separate sheet.

22)
CHAIRMAN’S SPECIAL BUSINESS
a)  The Wheathampstead School prizes had been won by George Rose and Beth Stanfield at St. Helen’s and Maxine Tink and Finlay Scott at Beech Hyde.

b)  Cllr. Clements asked that a letter be sent to Graham Matthews (Bursar at St. Albans Girls Junior High School) on his retirement.  AGREED.
c)  Planning – The application for obscure glazing in a property at King Edward Place has now gone to appeal.  This Council had said No Objection.
23)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1.  Cllr. Page handed out a sketch of a proposed new ‘throat’ at Brocket View from Marford Road and Brocket View into the Memorial Hall Car Park.  The red lines show as they exist today.

It was agreed that the Highways Committee and Memorial Hall Management Committee should deal with these matters.

2. Play Scheme
The proposed play scheme taking place at the Memorial Hall next week has been well received and the events are overbooked.  Cllrs. Hobden and Brewster will be assisting at the classes. 
24)
PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE – 12TH JULY 2007
S.O. 66  In view of the special nature of the business about to take place is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to leave.
On re-admission of the press and public


The Chairman presented the minutes which were adopted.

It was pointed out that the Parish Council is now awaiting guidance from NALC regarding the rent.
