WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Playing Fields Committee

12th July 2007

Present:
Cllrs. D. Hills (Chairman), I. Begg, L. Hobden, N. Page, S. Walford, A. Waterfield and K. Stammers ex officio member (Parish Council Chairman)

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

1)         Planter Seats (near Mill Quay) – After discussion it was agreed that the Playing 

Fields Committee did not want these seats on the Marford Field.

2)
Tennis Club – The Parish Council is now being charged rates on the pavilion and courts.  This has arisen since the new building was erected for which planning permission was obtained.  The Council is appealing against these charges.


Cllr. Stammers proposed that the main Council pays the rates and at the January budget meeting it will be looked at again, seconded Cllr. Walford.  AGREED.


Cllr. Walford proposed that a noticeboard be erected at the Tennis Club stating that one court is available for hire by the public, seconded Cllr. Stammers.  AGREED.


It was also Agreed that information regarding the public court was put in the next edition of ‘The Pump’.

3)
Development Centre – The present occupiers will be moving out between September and Christmas.  There will be some kind of security for the buildings.  Clerk to ask for a key to the gates.  (The footballers have a key).


It was agreed to look into the possibility of a future building/s being erected on the site for sports use.


Enquiries to be made regarding planning (St. Albans District Council), HCC, legalities and finance.  Cllr. Waterfield announced that he might have an interest in the site. The chairman asked that Standing Order 66 be implemented at this point.  “That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw”.
4)
Toddlers Play Equipment – Additional play equipment for the under 8’s at Marford was not purchased last year and the money was therefore lost.  Towards the end of this financial year the committee will assess as to how much it needs to install the play equipment and may be ask if extra monies could be drawn from the reserves.


5)
Fernery – We are still waiting for a lease from the Diocesan Board.  Cllr. Page has done tree work around the parish for about 18 years and knows how local people react to any works on trees.  He would be willing to lead any work undertaken on this land, after a period standing back and assessing the situation.  The Clerk to write to the Museum’s Department to enquire whether any works to the area would affect the Crinkle Crankle wall.  It was agreed that people would like a nice area for people to look at and see the wall.


Cllr. Hobden proposed that money set aside for The Fernery in reserves should be put towards other Playing Fields projects, seconded Cllr, Walford.  AGREED.

The Chairman proposed that when the Diocesan Board offers the lease for this extra land we accept it.
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6)
Tennis Club Rent – This is under review in accordance with the lease.  Our property Consultant has read the lease and inspected the area but was unable to come up with a price as the situation is very unusual.  The Clerk is to approach NALC for advice and enquiries made as to what other clubs pay. As a councillor with 30 years service on 

three different levels of council, Cllr. Hills did not feel qualified to consider the rent
for the building/courts.
8)
Wheathampstead 89’
S.O. 66  In view of the special nature of the business about to take place is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to leave.
On re-admission of the press and public


The decision of the committee was that the manager’s offer of paying the 2006/07 rent in two instalments – August and September be accepted.

9)
Overhanging Trees – Cllr. Page will arrange to trim back tree which are overhanging the Tennis Court and gardens in Necton Road.
