WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Highways & Public Transport Committee

20th June 2007

Present:
Cllrs. N. D. Clements (Chairman), L. Hobden, D. Hills & A. Waterfield with Mrs. M. Wood (cyclist rep), Paul Walecki (Hertfordshire Highways), and Derek Crosby (Hertfordshire Highways) and Cllr. I. Begg with apologies for late arrival and approximately 25 residents from Necton Road and Marford Road

Apologies for Absence:
Cllr. Clark

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

Cllr. Clements proposed that Mrs. Woods be co-opted on to the committee as the

representative for cyclists, seconded Cllr. Hobden.  AGREED.

The meeting had been called to hear why yellow lines were being planned for the corners of 

Necton/Marford Road.

Cllr. Hobden declared a non pecuniary interest as a resident of Necton Road and it was 

agreed she should stay and take part in the discussion.

Mr. Crosby addressed the meeting.  He explained that he had been with Highways for about a 

year and previously had been in the police traffic management unit.
53 locations had been flagged up around the district as being problematic.  The sight lines out 

of Necton Road are very poor.  Parking right on the corners of Necton Road/Marford Road 

causes obstruction particularly to large vehicles such as refuse lorries and fire engines.

Legislation is in place for the police to deal with ‘errant parking’.  There is a ‘Duty of Care’ 

with regard to parking and ways are being looked at to address the issue and the introduction 

of waiting restrictions is one way.  Where safety is an issue these would apply 24 hours a day.  

By putting double yellow lines down it gives a strong indication where not to park.

The Enforcement Agency for double yellow lines is no longer the police.  This is now 

undertaken by St. Albans District Council with a parking agency.  (The same 

department which is responsible for Traffic Wardens).

Both arms of Necton Road where is joins Marford Road will have yellow lines.  There will be 
no banning of parking in Marford Road.

Mr. Crosby has driven and walked the Marford Road/Necton Road area at different times of 

the day and night.  He re-iterated again the need for ‘Duty of Care’ in this area and explained 

that if there was an injury or someone was killed and there were now no yellow lines the 

finger would be pointed at the Highway Authority, which could be charged with 

manslaughter and of course there would be the added problem of litigation.  He appreciated 

the fact that on street parking is at a premium.

Cllr. Hills asked if car parking attendants could issue tickets and he was informed they could.

Mr. Coates (Marford Road) – Had lived there for nearly 30 years and never heard of an

accident.

This was contradicted by many speakers.
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Mr. Crosby explained that if through inconsiderate parking, causing loss of vision, an 

accident occurs, two issues arise, one being criminal one civil.

Mrs. Slater (Marford Road) – Asked why there couldn’t be a one way system in Necton 
Road.

Cllr. Clements replied that a survey undertaken a few months ago in Necton Road came out 

two to one against.

Mr. Crosby stated that the situation at the two junctions are very poor and that PC. Jack 

Carson, who speaks for the Chief Constable, fully supports the proposal.

The 1984 road Traffic Act states that the police must be consulted on such issues.

Mr. O’Hara (Necton Road) – Complained about the speeding traffic on Marford Road from 
the direction of The Swan PH and that parked vehicles slows the traffic.  If parking areas

were designed vehicles would sweep out into Marford Road.

Cllr. Clements – Allowing parking on the kerbs is being looked at over the whole district.  

Many people wish to see a pedestrian crossing on Marford Road near the Memorial Hall.

A 40mph sign is needed at the Cory Wright roundabout to allow traffic to reduce from 60mph 

before it reaches the 30mph signs as it comes down The Hill towards Dyke Lane/Sheepcote 

Lane.

Mr. Crosby – Happy to go away and look at altering the centre white line.  Parking on top of 

a ‘T’ junction is a definite “no, no”.

Mrs. Tant (Necton Road) – How many parking spaces will be lost and how many can be 

found?

Mr. Crosby – 8 car spaces would be lost.  Perhaps arrangements could be made with the 

Parish Council to allow parking in the Memorial Hall Car Park.

Colin Slater (Marford Road) – If the bollards in the verge were removed that would allow 

parking spaces.

Ilias Habib (Necton Road) – Losing a couple of car spaces still won’t give a good view.  

Traffic calming is more important.

Paul Walecki – The Necton Road/Marford Road is not in isolation.  There are another 52 
such locations in the county.  There is no funding for a crossing or the 40mph buffer zone.

These must have a budget.  There have been 3 injury accidents in 3 years.  This does not

include damage to vehicles.
Cllr. Clements – Off setting the central line and hard standing along Marford Road could be 

looked at.

Cllr. Waterfield – Drivers have to come out further to see the traffic than the traffic to see 

you.  It will be easier to see traffic exiting from Necton Road.

A. Robley (Necton Road) – Do the yellow lines have to go so far into Necton Road?
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Mr. Crosby – The map accentuates the lines.  The lines are governed by specific legislation which dictates what can and can’t go on a highway.  (Traffic Sign Reg. 2002).  All signs have to conform,.

Cllr. Hobden – Why do we need yellow lines?  It is difficult for large vehicles to go down into the road.

Janet Hays (Necton Road) – Cars travelling from Welwyn Garden City area go very fast.

Steve Haynes (Necton Road) – To exit from the west side of Necton Road is extremely bad and it is difficult leaving the eastern side.  Could parking in front of the police houses be an idea?  Top Street Way, Harpenden has sleeping policeman and something like this is needed to calm the traffic between The Nelson and The Swan.  A crossing is also needed.

Mrs. Radnofsky (Necton Road) – When you have double yellow lines who will police them?

Mr. Crosby – Parking attendants employed by St. Albans District Council.

8.55pm Cllr. Begg arrived.

Jane (Marford Road) – The junction is very dangerous, the lines should be tried out and see if it helps.
Mr. J. Hagan (Marford Road) – There have been many, many accidents and he worries about the younger drivers.

Ms. Slater – Speed bumps can be noisy so this should be taken into account.  How about putting up mirrors?

Mr. Crosby – Speed bumps would not address the sight lines.  Mirrors are not allowed along the Highway.

Mr. O’Hara – The yellow lines in the eastern side of Necton Road seem deeper than the western side.  People in Marford Road need somewhere to park.

Cllr. Hobden – Most people exit from the eastern side.  The lines on the western side measure 11 metres and on the eastern side 12 metres.

Mrs. Simmons (Necton Road) – Turning right out of Necton Road (eastern side) is a leap of faith, especially for a small person.

Mrs. Wade (Necton Road) – If more cars parked on the pavement this would help parking.

Cllr. Waterfield – Marford Road has priority at the Cory-Wright roundabout.  People use Marford Road instead of the by-pass.

Cllr. Clements – Traffic builds up every year.  Driver training needs improving.

Steve Haynes – A pelican crossing would slow down the traffic.

Mr. Crosby – The planned junction protection will not affect the speed of traffic.  The lines are part of a package for the whole district.  His brief is to start to improve sight lines.  He only has funding for yellow lines.
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Cllr. Clements – We have been told there is not enough demand for a crossing in Marford Road, which would cost £30,000 - £35,000.  The Parish Council is now putting aside money towards providing/contributing to a crossing.

John O’Neill (Marford Road) – There is limited access for a fire engine to enter Necton Road.  Sight lines on leaving are poor.  The situation is critical, very little action is happening to remedy the issue.  Maybe a pressure group should be formed.

No money – how about creative thinking?

Cllr. Begg – Proposed traffic calming be on the next agenda.
Steve Haynes – Signs reading ‘Reduced Speed Saves Lives’ and ‘Speed Lives’.

Janet Hayes – What does the County Councillor say?

Cllr. Hills – The money needed comes from the Government.

Mr. O’Neill – Could we target areas?

Mr. Crosby – Everything is worth investigating.  People who have objected to the yellow lines can continue with the objection or withdraw it.  There is a panel which sits (a cross party of County and District Councillors) who will hear any objections, which will be considered and make recommendations.  If the panel recommends that the lines should go ahead then they will go in.  If there is no opposition the lines could be in within 10 weeks.  If there are objections it could be around October.

Cllr. Waterfield – Asked if the list of objectors was in the public domain.

Mr. Crosby – Data protection would not allow him to leave names and addresses.

Cllr. Clements – This whole issue will be on the agenda for the July Highways Committee meeting.

Mr. Habib – Why can’t we have a pedestrian crossing?

Paul Walecki – Surveys have been carried out and the ranking for a crossing does not match with criteria for providing one.

Mr. Crosby – Other areas in the county have a more demanding criteria.

Cllr. Begg – Is the criteria and survey available.

Paul Walecki – This will be made available.

Mr. A. Robley – Wouldn’t a pedestrian crossing be better than none.

Cllr. Clements – If a crossing with black and white lines was put in people would be mown down.  A controlled pelican crossing is needed.

Cllr. Hills – The pelican crossing at Folly Fields was put in by public demand over about 20 years.  If a crossing in Marford Road was to help the Necton Road ‘T’ junction, where would it go?

The public left the meeting and a short committee meeting followed.
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 Cllr. Clements informed members that he had frequent meetings with Highways Engineer (Paul Walickie) and which the County Councillor also attended.  A check is kept on progress of topics raised by this committee.  Cllr. Waterfield had attended one of these meetings and other members will be invited to future dates.
Flower Planters Seats – Members would like time to consider what to do.  The last committee had agreed that they should go – either thrown out or moved elsewhere.

The clerk will circulate details of the conical container which the Chairman was keen to obtain.

E-mail agenda items to members.

Date of Next Meeting – This should be 17th July but the Chairman is unable to make this so a new date to be sought.
