WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Rights of Way & Commons Committee

Tuesday 12th June 2007

Present:
Cllr. N. Page (Chairman), K. Stammers, J. Turner, S. Walford & A. Waterfield

Apologies for Absence:
Cllr. Hobden

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

1)
Land off Codicote Road – The Chairman read out the previous minutes which related to this small area of land.  Clerk to investigate ownership.  Land not registered.
2)
East Meads – River Lea – 

a)  The re-profiled section of the river bank let the water over during recent heavy

rain.  A large eddy was formed in the floodwater at the second “beach” downstream, impeding the flow and raising the level upstream.  The river level rose and fell very quickly.  After the floods, an active drainage pipe from the direction of Meads Dell was exposed in the bank.  The lower part of  Mr. Cox’s land was flooded about a foot.  
b)  Electricity Cables – Members were happy with the proposal by EDF Energy to bury the cables in the Meads area as shown on a plan supplied by the agent, Freedom.

The last pole will be in Mr. Cox’s smallholding.  The Chairman and Mr. Cox have agreed on a preferred new position for the pole to minimise the inconvenience to Mr. Cox caused by the new stays which will be required for this end pole.  The location of the new substation adjacent to the Thames Water Pumping Station seems appropriate.  Freedom asked to be notified of our agreement in principal to the works by July.

Rumball Sedgwick to be contacted re negotiating a wayleave charge.  (Action Clerk)


Letter from Freedom, the agent for EDF reads

 “require access under the terms of the Electricity Act and your Wayleave Agreement to enter onto East Meads to maintain/replace and repair the overhead power line, for a like-for-like replacement, for which they have obtained the Planning Approval and the consent from the Secretary of  State (DTI),  They will take the opportunity to enhance the situation by utilising pvc coated conductors and additional anti-climbing guards and signage to alleviate the Parish’s concerns to the general public as previously discussed”.
Relevance of this letter to The Meads unclear as the overhead cables in The Meads would go.  Chairman wondered if it was routine and related to access via The Meads to the property owned by Mr. Warren to the east.  Clerk to contact the agent Freedom.
c) Meads Party – Request from a local resident to hold a Children’s party in the Meads with a Bouncy Castle. Agreed. Favoured location in the clearing between John Cox’s ducks and Jane Hands ponies and away from the more public open space.  Clerk must see a copy of the residents’ third party liability insurance.  (Action) 
d) Man Holes – CMS have built the soil up on the manhole on the south side.  The man holes on either side of the river should be the same height.  Currently the one on the north side is higher than the other due to removal of damaged brickework without replacement over a long period of time.  A technical person from Thames Water to be tracked down to sort this issue out before more work is done around them.  (Action Clerk).

e) Litter Bins – Another litter bin to be considered for this area.
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2) continued……………

f) Barrier on Scout Hut Track – A meeting at 8pm Wednesday to access the situation and parking at The Meads.

3)
North Meads – bridleway – Cllr. Page will try and make contact with Groundwork Trust.  There is concern that BW12 (north of The Meads) is being edged and surfaced significantly above the present ground level which is potentially a hazard and which destroys the former appearance of a natural walk through a tree-lined bridleway.

It was suggested the Parish Council make an enquiry to buy this stretch of land (about 0.6 acres) currently held in two ownerships, both outside the village.

Bore Hole Caps – In North Meads there are 6 metal bore hole caps which were installed by the Environment Agency to monitor pollution.  If they are redundant they should be removed and the boreholes sealed by the EA.  (Action Clerk and Chairman).
4)
Aims & Objectives – These should be on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.  Members to bring along ideas.
5)
Devils Dyke – Storyboard – This is still outstanding.  Cllr. Page will shortly be meeting the County footpaths officer to discuss this and several other problems.

It was agreed that, following a comment from District Councillor Oxley, the new sign should go just inside the gate at the Dyke entrance.

6)
Tree Work – Risk Assessment of trees and/or Forestry Commission Management.  It would be difficult and expensive to adopt either policy.  The Chairman felt regular in-house maintenance was the only viable answer for a public body.  The arrangement to hire a tree surgeon on a day-work basis had worked well in the past.  The Clerk is obtaining quotations from two companies (one from Wheathampstead). 
7)
Litter Blitz – The Chairman circulated details of the work done by the Litter Blitz group in the village.  Much of the work is done on the commons and rights of way of this committee.  It was something members could be involved in from time to time.
8)
Grazing on Commons – The CMS/St. Albans District Council is proposing to graze long horned cattle grazing on Nomansland, on land belonging in part to Wheathampstead Parish Council.  The grazing would be fenced.  Cattle grids would be installed in Ferrers Lane.  Cllr. Stammers proposed that Jon Green, the officer responsible for the project in St. Albans District Council, be invited to speak at the June Parish Council meeting, seconded Cllr. Walford.  AGREED.

9)
Election of Vice Chairman – This parish-wide post is a time-consuming one.  Due to pressure of work it was agreed Cllrs. Turner and Waterfield will share the position.

10)
Melissa Field – The current arrangement is causing access problems for  the grass cutting contractor.  An alternative access was proposed at the west end of the Field beyond the ‘Reduce Speed Now’ sign.  Folly Fields residents to be consulted.
11)
Parish Council barriers and gates – The Chairman drew members attention to the fact that barriers and gates to public access areas should have a universal 601 lock which can be opened in an emergency by the police, fire and ambulance services.  (Action Clerk to investigate the cost of the padlocks and the number required).
12)
Date of Next Meeting – 18th September 2007
