WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Allotments Committee

Tuesday 5th June 2007

Present:
Cllrs. S. Walford (Chairman), A. Brewster (rep Cllr. Clark) and A. Waterfield with Mr. Wing (rep. Glebe Field), Mr. Wade (Hitchens Field) and Mrs. Cheale (re. Folly Fields).

Apologies for Absence:
Cllr. Clark (on holiday)

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

1.         Hitchens Field
            a)  The bottom area on this field has been turned over which will make two new

plots.  Numbers 1 & 2 and 82 & 83 have also been turned over.  The tenant of no. 1 

attended the meeting and complained that this plot had been turned without any

reference to her and she had fruit bushes ready to produce crops.  This tenant works

organically – hence the weeds on the land and the mistaken notion by Mr. Wing that 

the plot was not being worked.
The tenant was informed that she could choose another plot, as she was not happy

with no. 1 and be recompensed for the loss of the fruit bushes.

Mr. Wade will advise the Clerk of the number of plots available when the bottom 

plots have been re-aligned.

b) Noticeboard – A notice to go on the board asking tenants to advise the Clerk or

Mr. Wing or Mr. Wade of their telephone numbers or e-mails.  This will make contacting plot holders so much easier.
c) Water Tap – Another tap is needed in Hitchens now that all the plots are being worked.  Tenants are willing to dig a hole down to the pipe to save expense. Clerk to obtain a quotation for a standpipe.

d)  A letter will go to the tenant of no’s. 34 & 36 in the Autumn, if the plots remain uncultivated, giving notice to leave the site.  (A warning letter was sent earlier in the year).  A letter to also go to the tenant of no. 79.

2.
Glebe Field – No problems apart from plot no. 2 which is not being worked.  A letter to be sent to the current tenant.

3.
Folly Fields – Mrs. Cheale reported that some tenants are using their plots as garden extensions.  A letter reminding plot holders that an allotment is for growing, fruit, vegetables and flowers.  (No’s. 4, 6, 8).


There is a laurel bush on one plot which needs trimming back. (Plot 16)
The tenant of plot 29 to be reminded to clear away the rubbish on the plot.

A barrier must be erected near the entrance to the allotments by plot no. 20.        

Clerk to contact Mr. Dawes.

4.
The Slype – Still no representative for this site.  The Chairman had visited the site and all was looking well.

Orchard – Three trees need replacing.  This should be undertaken on the autumn.

5.
Waiting Lists – There are currently waiting lists for all four fields.  Members agreed that Wheathampstead residents must take priority over people from other areas.
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6.
Competition – A date must be arranged for the inspection of the 4 fields.  Ayletts to again be approached for Vouchers.  (Action Clerk).

Members would like to promote the allotments at Village Day.  It was also suggested that Village Day would be a better day to present the prizes rather that at the Horticultural Show.

7.
Date of Next Meeting – 6th September 2007, 8pm. 
