WHEATHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 31st May 2007 at the Memorial Hall, Marford Road.

Present:
Cllrs. K. Stammers (Chairman), A. Brewster, I. Begg, N. D. Clements, 

D. Hills, L. Hobden, N. Page, J. Turner, S. Walford & A. Waterfield.

Apologies for Absence:
Cllr. Clark (on holiday)

In Attendance:

The Clerk, Mrs. B. Green

Declarations of Interest – Cllr. Page declared an interest in the Scott Wilson Report as his property is adjacent to the field in question.

Agreed, others to be taken as they arise.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 26th  APRIL 2007

These had been circulated, read and accepted with the following corrections:-

The number of the Standing Order which had been amended to be stated .  (S. O.10) (item 4).

Add ‘Marford Road’ before dental surgery (item 6).  Item v in correspondence – new dwellings to be built in Bedforshire.
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting – 10th May 2007

These minutes had been circulated and read and the following corrections made:

Wording relating to Mr. Burgess, 3rd line to read ”A resolution was proposed by Cllr. Hills that John Burgess be requested to sign the Acceptance of Office book on the 8th July”, seconded Cllr. Stammers.  SO RESOLVED.
Cllr. Hobden to be added to the Youth Committee and Rights of Way and Commons Committee.  
Cllr. Brewster to be added to Newsletter Committee.

The meeting started with details being given of the new lease for the fields at Butterfield Road Development Centre.  Cllr. Hills reported that the Parish Council had been using the playing fields for football for 15/16 years.  A new lease has been negotiated over many months for a 25 year lease for the playing field and nature reserve.  The fields are Green Belt and will not be built on now or in the future.  If members agree to the terms of the lease it will be the Parish Councils’.
Anne Rinu, of Lambert Smith Hampton (solicitors for HCC) then addressed the meeting.

All the existing staff at the Development Centre will be re-located to Stevenage.  The premises will be redundant.

Planning consent given subject to S106 agreement which will mean some of the funds from the site will come back to the Parish.  County wishes to continue its partnership with the Parish.  The Parish Council will be surrendering its 7 year lease and gaining a 25 year lease.

There will be an obligation on the developer to maintain access to the car parking area during demolition and re-building. 

The ‘wedge’ area – between the new development and the playing fields will be landscaped and separated from the fields by a fence and hedging, utility services i.e. electricity for the changing rooms and water for the animal area will be taken to the boundary of the field.  £30,000 will be committed towards the maintenance of the grounds.

S106 money - £60,000 – will go towards improving the play area at Maltings Drive.  However it has been agreed that this money should come to the Parish Council for it to choose in which areas it should be spent.
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Butterfield Road Development Centre continued…………….

Cllr. Turner proposed that Cllr. Stammers, the Parish Council Chairman, should sign the Lease on behalf of the Council, seconded Cllr. Hobden.

Cllrs. Begg and Page were against thus decision.

Vote In Favour 8 
against 1.

Cllr. Begg requested more information.  (Action the Clerk).

MATTERS ARISING

1)
Standing Orders – As the current Standing Orders had not been amended since 1999 (apart from the yearly sums for expenditure/estimates), Cllr. Turner proposed that a sub committee be formed to read through/amend them, seconded Cllr. Page.


Vote 7 for 0 against 1 abstention.


Members wishing to be on the sub committee – Cllrs. Begg, Hills, Clements, Page, Stammers & Turner.  Date for meeting to be arranged.  (Action Clerk).

2)
Heath Cottage – Still awaiting to hear from the owners.  (Parish Council solicitor has this matter in hand).

3)
Green Policy – Members should form a small group to come up with ideas.  One suggestion was that The Pump be printed on re-cycled paper.  A list of the current suggestions be e-mailed to all members.

4)
Hilldyke Centre – Cllrs. Brewster and Page had visited the Centre and met with Michelle.  Mrs. Ruth Coles was waiting to hear from the Council on possible funding.  The Clerk said she had tried to phone Michelle but had not been able to make contact.  Clerk to write a letter requesting a reply by 4 days before the next Council meeting.  The Centre is keen to have a holiday play scheme during the summer holidays.

5)
Scott Wilson Report – Cllr. Clements reported that this is now out of date.  This will be discussed as part of the East of England Plan.

6)
School Places – Two children are still awaiting places.  In September the Parish Council should write, to whoever Cllr. Hills suggests, asking not to mess about with Wheathampstead children in the allocation of places next year.  (Parents/children select their schools in October).  We should insist that children are given one of their ranked schools.  Following more discussion, it was proposed by Cllr. Turner that the Chairman of the Education Committee be invited to attend a meeting with Parish Council members, the Chairmen of Governors of St. Helen’s and Beech Hyde Schools and their two Heads.  A public meeting should be called on another date.  Seconded Cllr. Hobden.  Vote – unanimously AGREED.
7)
Meads Area – Underground Electricity Cables – The Rights of Way and Commons Chairman asked to see the proposals.

8)
CCTV Camera East Lane Car Park – EDF are the people responsible for re-connecting the electricity.  The Parish Council is a 50% owner of the camera which is in a cupboard at the District Council.  Cllr. Oxley to be asked to arrange for the camera to be erected back on the lighting column.  (Action the Clerk).

9)
Footpath to Tennis Club – This request to go to the Playing Fields Committee.
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10)
Beech Hyde Fun Run – Members noted that the run had raised £11,500 for the school.  A letter of congratulations to be written to the school.  (Action Clerk).

11)
Nomansland Common – Shared responsibilities.  The District Council had noted Wheathampstead had not been given the amended date of the meeting.

12)
Veterans Day Parade 17th June at Harpenden – Cllr. Stammers will be attending.

13)
Weils Disease – Clerk to write again to the Environmental Health Department at St. Albans requesting an update on the situation in the River Lea at Wheathampstead.  (copy to Cllr. Hills).

14)
Tennis Court Fencing – A sum of £1,600 had been quoted by the company awarded the contract for renewing the outer fencing.

Cllr. Turner proposed that a member of the Playing Fields Committee meets with a representative from the Tennis Club to discuss their request to re-locate the gate, seconded Cllr. Page.  Vote 5 For  2 against.

15)
CORRESPONDENCE

It was noted that there had been a technical failure and some councillors had not received copies of correspondence.  Next month the Clerk will revert to hard copies as not all members read their e-mail.


i.  The Big Lottery Fund workshop in St. Albans on 25th June – Cllrs. Begg & Brewster would like to attend. 


ii.  Noted ‘O2’ – A new award which will enable people to make a difference in their local environment.


iii.  The CPRE Members Council Meeting will be on 7th June at Redbourn Village Hall 7.45pm.  Talk “Renewable Energy way forward or future threat”.  Cllr. Clements will attend.


iv.  St. Albans District Council – Members Training Session on Community Safety & Anti Social Behaviour, 12th June 7 – 9pm.  Cllrs. Begg & Clements will attend.


v.  Public Consultation re the Gypsy & Travellers Plan – Public engagement event 6th June 10am, County Hall, Hertford.  Cllr. Hills will attend.


vi.  Request from Wheathampstead Scouts for permission to let off fireworks on the playing fields adjacent to the Scout Hut on 5th November.  A copy of the Scout Association Public Liability Insurance had been supplied.  Unanimously AGREED.


vii.  New Councillors Courses organised by HAPTC.  Who would like to attend?  Clerk to enquire when and where the courses will be as members cannot attend the planning event organised by St. Albans District Council.  Clerk to enquire whether a course on planning could be arranged.


viii.  Request from Chris Tofts, Markets Manager at St. Albans District Council for use of the Forge for storing A boards and road cones.  Cllr. Begg and Cllr. Hobden declared an interest as they are on the Farmers Market Steering Group.


The Parish Council would not be responsible for this equipment.  Cllr. Page agreed to meet Mr. Tofts to assess his requirements and the space in the Forge.


Note:  The Scouts pay a yearly rent for using the Old Forge for storage.

ix.  A request from St. Albans Sports Development Manager for a holiday play scheme on the Marford Fields during the summer holidays – at no charge to the Parish Council was AGREED.

x.  Request from Revd. Andrew Doye for an Open Air Service on The Meads on 24th June:  there will be a picnic followed by the service, was AGREED.

xi.  A request from the Community Services Community Safety to use the Marford Field for football for football training for 12 weeks from 22nd May was AGREED.
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15) correspondence continued……….

xii.  A request from a Mrs. Lees to have a Bouncy Castle on The Meads for her child’s Birthday Party was considered.  Cllr. Page will contact Mrs. Lees.  Concern over insurance – does the policy cover or the company who loans it out?

xiii.  HAPTC AGM on 18th July – The Parish Council was asked to choose a delegate/s from the list provided.  Members chose Cllr. Clements.

xiv.  Noted adoption of HCC’s Minerals Local Plan Review 2002 – 2016 on 27th March 2007.  The plan is available on the County Council’s web site.  www.hertsdirectory.org

xv.  Noted receipt of a letter from King Edward Place Residents Association thanking the Parish Council for including the matter of security at the estate entrance in the Committee Reports at the AGM. 

xvi.  Noted that a new Code of Conduct for members came into force on 3rd May 2007.  Not all parts of the Model Code are relevant to Parish Councils.  Therefore the Standards Board has prepared a Model Code of Conduct for Parish Councils.  The Clerk will print copies off and circulate to members.  We have until 1st October to adopt the new Code.

xvii.  Noted a copy of a letter sent to St. Albans District Council from a resident on The Hill complaining about the proposed grazing of cattle on Nomansland Common.  Members were concerned that the Parish Council had not been informed of where the cattle will graze, fencing and the cattle grids.  Clerk to write to the District Council asking for a proper statement of what is going to happen.  The Council would like to be involved with what is happening on its land.

xviii. Booklets received (in office):

 Hertfordshire Society

CPRE Newsletter

Watford Health Campus Spring 2007.

xix.  E-mail received from Cllr. Oxley querying the Clerk on the works carried out by LeFarge in Codicote Road.  Cllr. Hills reported that he had been in contact with HCC and Cllr. Clements commented that he had raised the issue at meetings with the Highway Engineers. The Clerk had been fortunate to meet the Managing Director of LeFarge when the platform at East Lane Car Park was ’opened’.

Cllr. Turner proposed that the reply should be sent from the Chairman, stating:-
The Parish Council takes no responsibility for the contents of any political party literature.  You should take that matter up with the local party.  I can confirm that the Clerk received a telephone call from the local party asking whether the item in the Pump was factually correct, she confirmed that it was.  She has no recollection of whether or not permission was asked for her name to be used.

With regard to the claim that the Clerk had achieved the blocking of the roadway which was publicised in the April issue of the Pump, the Parish Council noted that you had not challenged the item at the time of publication nor did you challenge it at the Annual Parish Meeting.

In the absence of any information from you on the progress you were making with LaFarge, the Parish Council genuinely believed that it had been the Clerk’s efforts which had achieved the blocking off.

I enclose correspondence which you requested.  Please note this correspondence was all on the table at
 the Annual Parish Meeting.

Seconded Cllr. Walford.  Vote in Favour 8.
AGREED.
16)
COMMITTEE REPORTS

1)  Plans Committee – 14th May 2007


The Vice Chairman of the Committee presented the minutes which were adopted.
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16) committee reports continued…..

2) Memorial Hall Management Committee – 14th May 2007

The Chairman of the committee presented the minutes which were adopted.


Verbal Reports

Verbal report by Cllr. Clements on meetings he had attended representing the Parish Council – Local Strategic Partnership (LSP), Plans North where the application for 27 Brewhouse Hill was put back to a future meeting – over development of the site:  HAPTC meeting on 22nd May and Parish Liaison on 24th May.  He had also been in talks with St. Albans District Council regarding the new lease for East Lane Car Park.
17)
PLANNING


5/07/1202
46 Saxon Road – part single, part two storey side & rear ext.




NO OBJECTION


5/07/1129
11 Wick Avenue – Two storey rear ext.

Cllr. Hills abstained from voting.





NO OBJECTION

Cllr. Begg declared an interest in the next planning applications as he runs a business in the High Street, and took no part in the discussion.



5/07/1001
54 High Street/1 Church View – Change of use A1 to A3 (restaurant)


Cllr. Hills proposed supporting this application, seconded Cllr. Hobden.


Vote 7 in favour
1 against



RECOMMEND APPROVAL


5/07/1001lb
54 High Street/1 Church View

Replacement lean-to roof to former workshop and new partly glazed roof over rear yard.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL


5/07/1072
37 Wick Avenue – part single, part two storey rear ext.




NO OBJECTION

Cllr. Begg declared an interest in the next planning application as he runs a business in the High Street.

New designs for the signs at The Bull had been received from the design consultants.  Members were not pleased with the new designs and felt that the Councils’ views had been treated with contempt.  These new designs were not appropriate for our village.


RECOMMEND REFUSAL


5/07/0244
26 Tudor Road – first floor rear ext.




NO OBJECTION


5/07/1123
Harpenden Sewage Treatment Works




installation of 32.5m high telecommunications tower.




RECOMMEND APPROVAL
18)
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The following accounts were presented for payment (see separate sheet) and were AGREED.

An extension for 10 minutes was agreed to continue the meeting.
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19)
CHAIRMANS SPECIAL BUSINESS
a)  He thanked Cllr. Page for arranging that a fallen tree be removed from Dyke Lane on Bank Holiday Monday.

b)  He will be attending the special event at the Scout Camp commemorating 100 years of scouting.

c)  He asked members whether a letter should be sent from a solicitor to a local resident who had sent a letter to a local paper mentioning the Clerk.  (Members of the public had approached the Clerk about this).  The Clerk was an employee of the Council and had been carrying out Council work and the Council should look after its staff.  Cllr. Clements proposed that a letter should be sent, in agreement with the Clerk, seconded Cllr. Turner.  Vote 9 FOR 1 abstention.  CARRIED.

20)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1)  Cllr. Turner proposed that a letter be sent to the Returning Officer asking why St. Albans District Council did not put the Parish results on its web site on Friday 4th May.  (Other districts had done so), seconded Cllr. Walford.  Vote FOR 8   1 against.  CARRIED.

2)  Speeding along Marford Road – It was agreed that a request be made for speed trapping in Marford Road.  (Clerk will write to the traffic police).

Meeting closed at 1045pm.
